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PREFACE 


The present mDnograph is a compk rmda on some momentom archeo¬ 
logical diiodvcrics made in recent years from certain parts of the district of 
Muiiidabadj West Bertgai. 

During archaeological rcoomtaissance in the Ra^ha tract {western side 
of die Bhagirathl) of the district of Muriidibad and excavations at Rij- 
badldahg^ conducted by the Department of Archaeology of the University 
of Calcutta many hitJtcrto unknown oDnspicuous finds were recovered. All 
these finds are now presert'cd in the A-lusemn of the University's Department 
of Archaeology. Reports on the discov^cry of these hneb w^ere comjmunicated 
at the monthly general meetings of the Asiatic Society during 1963-69 and 
published in the Society's Etdletins and Journals. Of these eommunications^ 
discourses on eleven selected finds have been incorporated in the present 
treatise. Reports on other finds communicated to the Society's manthly 
meetings will be published in the next volume- 

iHiring 1961-65 an extensive archaeological exploration was conducted 
in various parts of the district of Murjidiibad, and a large number of remark¬ 
able finds were discovered. Of these finds, discourses on four have been in¬ 
cluded in the present monograph* Further significant discoveries were made 
during excavations at Rajblidldaxiga. Of these momentous discoveries^ 
discussions on seven finds only have b«n incorporated in the present treatise. 

Of the four finds discovered during explorations, three were acquired 
from private custody and one was recovered from an accunMation of frag¬ 
mentary stone sculptures lying partly embedded under a huge banyan tree 
in the open field- The mutilat^^ black stone image (I) of AlSd^hamardini was 
an accidental discovery. Layard noticed one mutUated stone image lying 
under a banyan tree by the side of a mound in the village of Rangama|i 
(near Chiruti Railway Station)^ and he published an account of the image 
along with its sketch in the Journal of the Asiatic Sock^ in 1363. Since that 
year, no trace of the image has been known. While engaged in excavation 
work at RaJbadTdanga in 1964-65, I came to know of one mutilated 
stone image lying in the eourty'ard of a resident of a neighbouring village. 
On my first visits I could instantly correlate the image with the one dc^iribed 
by XiUyard in the Socicty^s Journal. The rniagc has been sut^equentiy 
acquired for the Museum of the Department of Archaeology, HcrCj the 
image has been faithfuliy produced and described along with the distorted 
account given by Layard. 

The inscribed fragmentary stone Image pedestal (VI) recovered during 
explorations is also an extremely important discoveryp TTiis is undoubtedly 
a significant addition to the number of inscribed stone images from Bengal. 
The extant traces of sculptured figures and the car^dng of luxuriant floral 
and vegetal devices remind one of the art creations of the Pala-Sena period 
of the history of Bengali 

Besides, several stone images of Vishnu were acquired during explora¬ 
tions at Amfitakund^ nnd Madhunla. Of these images, three examples have 
been discussed in the text. A study of these three images of Vishnu (VIl) 
reveals the evolutionary trends of the stone sculptural art produedom in 
this region. These images may be attributed to a period ranging from 
c. cighm-nmth century to eleventh-twelfth century A,D, 

Again, a Irapnent^' canned stele (XJ was acquired from the villa^ 
^fadhucua. This is a unique stone slab bearing carved rel!e& on its four faces,^ 
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each of which contains nJchcs or pancb with figur«. The €arii.'ed stone slab 
may be attributed to c. sevcnth-eighlh century A,D. 

Seven other finds treated iti the folJowing pages were discovered during 
excavations at Rajbadidanga. A fragmentary human stull (H) was un¬ 
earthed in the foundation trench of a massive wall, partly expensed at the site. 
Ar^aeolpgical detaiU of the discovery of the human iull and the results 
of its sdentiiic examination have been incorporatedp and it has been con¬ 
tended that this important finding pertains to the age-old practice of the 
foundation human sacrifice. This anthcntjc archaeoJogicai record of the 
foundation human sacrifice was perhapi for the first time di^vered. The 
practice of laying down a human skuJJ in the foundation trench of a building 
15 full of magical import * pcmjbly for affording protection and durability 
to the structure against any natural castastrophe. 

The second category of finds under discussion consists of two stucco 
heads These two stucco heads demonstrate certain characteristic 

features which differentiate them from those discovered at Nalanda^ Pahad* 
pur and other places. During subsequent excavations at Rajbadidanga 
more stucco heads were also retrieved. AU these stucco heads were perhaps 
fixed inside the niches of the monastery wails exposed at the site. With the 
spread of tJic influence of the Buddhism there arose a wide practice 

of constructing monasteries and adorned with mnumerablc images of 
the Buddha for earning religious merit. This is what happened in Bengal 
as well in the period ranging from c. fiilh-sixth century to eighth-ninth 
centuiyA.D. 

The third discourse (IV) relates to the discovery of a wonderful metal 
Dhormachakra in a perfect condition. Details of the Ckakra and its implications 
have b«n dbetbsed. It is perhaps for the first lime that a concrete evidence 
regarding the independent worship of the Dharmaekikm niadc of metal has 
been brought to light. It is also not unlikely tltat this practice of the inde¬ 
pendent Vr'onhip of the Dkarmiii:hakFa might have travelled to south-east 
Asia from this region. 

The fourth find discussed in the text consists of an exquisite bronze head 
(V) which has been identified with the Buddhist deity Tara. This head may 
well compared with similar examples from Nalanxia and other plates. 
The discovery of the meld images of the BuddJia, Ganesa* rlr,, attests the 
Contention that Kajbadldjnga was one of the metal image marLufacturinf 
Centres of eastern India.. 

discourse p^tains to the discovery of a unique terracotta frieze 
of buds (VIII). The bird represented on the frieze nas been Identified 
With hmhsa which is closely associated witJi die Buddha and Buddhism. 
The frieze was luted to a pot, perhaps containing relies. This terracotta frieze 
was recovered from a stratified let'el and may be attributed to c sixth- 
eighth century A.D. 

The sixth discussion centres round the disrovejy' of a beautiful miniature 
metal im^e^ of Gane^ (IX) in association with two metal images of the 
Buddha. This image differs in certain respects from a few known examples 
recovei^ from othw places of Bengal, ITils is again for the first time that 
a stratified Garcia image has been brought to bght, Tlie miniature image 
IS to be attributed to c. seventh-eighth century A.D. 

The last subject of discimlon (XI) is the unearthejfing of two plant fossil 
fragments. It is indeed surprising that plant fossils of more than one million 
yean old were found imbedded in ihe natural soil in one of the excavated 
Ucnches at the site. The plant fosils have been identified and their sJffiu- 
ncance discussed. 

Archaeological finds discuss«l in the present monograph are full of 
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historical import and the publication of the reports of their discovery iti a 
separate volume will be extremely useful for a proper understanding of the 
history and culture of the people of Bengal. This vety consideration impelled 
the author to revise the reports on the discover^' of these finds and publish 
them in a separate monographr The author hopes that the monograph 
would serve the purpo^ for which it is meant. 

During explorations in difTcrent parts of the district of Muriidabid 
the author^ received ungrudging help and cooperation from Sri Mrinal 
Gupta, Sri Haridas Kali {HeadmastCTp Sasihka Vidyapith^ Chirull)* 
Sri A. Mukhei^i (Headmaster, Sagardlghi H.E. School), Sri Dhiren Bag 
and membcm of the staff of the Univ'crsity^s Department of Archaeology* 
The author expresses his grateful thanks to all of them. Acknowledgement 
IS also due to the teachers and members of the staff of the Archaeology 
Department for the meticulous help rendered by them during the 
excavation work at RajbadTd^nga. 

The author is beholden to the Secretary and members of the Council 
of the Asiatic Society for bringing out these Reports on the discovery of some 
archaeolo^eal finds from Uic district of Muriidabad in a separate monograph 
of the Society. Grateful thanb are also due to Dr. S, K- Mitra, Dr. B. N. 
Mukherjee, Dr. K. K. Dasgupta, Sri Samar Bane!^ee, Sri Dipak ^n and 
Sri S. Chaudhuri for kindly helping the audior in various ways for the 
publicadon of this mono^aph. Acknowledgements arc also due to Sri B. 
Chatterjip Sri N, Das, Sri Ghosh and Sri R. Mukheiji of the Depart¬ 
ment of Archaeology for section drawings and photographa incorporated 
in the volume and ^so for general help. The jacket design has been drawm 
by Sri P, Ghosh. * 

The author is extremely gratcTuJ to hi for kindly granting 

necessary pernnission for the publication of this monograph by the Asiatic 
Societyp 

All the subjects dbeussed in the monograph have been suitably LUm^ 
trated. The inti^uction presenting a general survey of the ardiaeologtcal 
sites includes only photographs of die generally unknown sites and objects. 
The author craves the indulgence of the readers for certain omb&ions and 
misprints that crept into the body of the text. The index of thb volume has 
been prepared by my sons Sri Suranjan Das aud Sri Sumit Ranjan Das. 


Departmajt cf Ari/ta€^hgy 
Arefmoiogj Building 
Unimsi^ of Calcutta 
5lf2p Hazra^Road 
Calcutta-19 
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INTRODUCTION 


Aft a background to the Mudy of the archaeological discoveries treated 
in the present monograph it is necessary to introduce the regions^ from u-here 
these finds were eidier acquired in course of cxpioi atlons or recovered during 
excavations. 

The district of Murlidibad (23* 43' and 24^^ 52^ north latitude and 
B7* 49' and 68“ 44^ east longitude)i the north-westernmost district in the 
Presidency' Division of West Bengal* has an area of 2095 square miles. The 
disU'JCt is named after the city on the eastern side of the BhagirathT* which 
was the most flourishing metropolis during tJic last da^-s of the Muslim rule 
in Bengal. The proem headquarters of the district are at BcrhampuCj six 
miles south of the Muiiidabad dt>\ Since 1787^ the boundary' of the district 
has passed thmugh several alteradons. After the partition of the country in 
1947 the districi became bounded by the river Padma as its notth-svcaslcm 
and eastern exlrcmityj on the south, by the districts of Burdwan and Nadia 
and on the west, hy the district of BLrbhiLm and the Santhal Parganas (Fig, 1) 

Tlie dty of Murlidabad and diiTercnt parts of the district are quite wdU 
known for the Last vestiges of the Muslim rule In Bengal. Indubitably, the 
Muslim monuments and other ruins lie scattered over all parts of the district 
of Muriidabad. But the vast tract lying on the western side of the BhagTratJiS 
embodying remains of many old settlements and relics is little known. 
Recent archaeological explorations: conducted over various of the 

district and excavations carried out at a site locally called Rajbadidahga 
liave brought to light many remarkable relics of times long past. 

In respect of known monuments and other relics dating from ancient 
to late medieval times the district can be roughly divided into three distinct 
regions!:^ (t) The tract on the western side of the BhagTratl^I extending from 
Raghiwthganj to SaEr Railway Station or up to the borders of Burdwan 
and Nadia districts contains ruins strewn all over. Ancient relies of this 
tract can be traced as far w&t as Birbhuin. (ti) The second tract extends 
from Raj mahal to Janglpur and thonoe on to Gaud and Pandua in Maldah 
district. This long strip of land preserves relics of the Muslim occupation 
dating up to the seventeenth century, (fii) The third nact extending from 
LaJgola to Mur^idabad and Berhampur embodies monuments and other 
remains of Nawaba of Muriidabad. 

rhe Wide belt of territory on the western side of the 5}i%iraLhi is 
geologically and historically the oldest part of the district. Archaeological 
relics are mostly to be found strcwii over the whole area lying on this side 
of the Bhagiradil. Excellent examples of atone sculptures recovered from 
this region m to be generally attributed to the PaE-6ena period of Bengal, 
A few specimens of stone st^pturcs may be, however, assigned to a still 
earher period. Some other finds including coins mostly belong to the Gupta 
and post-Gupta period. 

It is, howcvcTj to be noted in this connection that ancient monuments 
on this wide belt of territo^ covering the western side of the Bhagirathi 
l^w suffered considerably from devastations caused by the operations of 
TOlh and natural agencies. Many monuments^ were demolislied or 

devastated by human operations, and others were either washed away or 


195L W«i Bengal, Dberict HMndbwIa, Mudidfibidp p. 181 j B, Rmy, 
tfluw, Dutnci HwidUiofci^ MuriadibftdL* p. 12L 
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coropltldy cnguJfcd by the river Bhagirsthi which changed its ooune very 
often. BesidOi some monurnerits were also rebuilt aBer ihcir demolition. 
In fact, many moniunents passed through different stages of constnicUon 
and reconstmetionH In most cases, ancient relics can be traced on the surface 
of the mounds which arc found scattered over the length and breadth of 
this wide tract and also along the old bed of the river Bhfigirathl. In oertain 
parts^ mounds are often found dustering round a partleuJar area. A continue 
oua chain of ancient sites represented by mounds and other ruins can be 
detected from Binwaribad through Silar, Ba^ajs^u, Chiruli and Pafich- 
thupi up to Ghiasabad and Mahipil in the north (Fig. I). At praent, this 
wide area is inhabited by the Muslims, but in ancient times this was the land 
par €xcilkni:€ of the Hindu and Buddhist settlements. Again, upon the Hindu 
and Buddhist edifices or temples demolished by the potent forces of Islam 
were also built ^luslim monuments and mc^ucs. 

Here, a summary account of some ancient sites* * monuments and finds 
brought to light by the field invesrigators is presented for a correct appraisal 
of the archaeological and historical importance of the district of Mui^idabad. 
Of the places yielding early liistorical relics, Chirufi and its neighbcurhood 
figure conspicuously. All mounds^ monuments and other relics have^ been 
traced out and discussed in R^jbadidaigd: Interim R^rt 311 at 

(i) PaAchthapis Excepting Chirudu PaiiGhthOpi(bi) (8 miles south of 

K^di^ Burwan Police Station) is the most important pLaec of all early 
flcttlcment sites on the wesicmside of the Bhagirathi (Fig. 1). Thupi is a local 
variant form of Padih denotes five in Bcng^i. The village was 

thus namedi after the five Jidpas at the place. At the south-eastern corner 
of the village there are ruim of four small shrines at four corners and the 
main temple in the centre bears beautiful examples of tcrracotla art crea¬ 
tions. Here arc found ruins of a temple complex. It is extremely 

interesting to note in this connecdon that during excavations at Rijbadldai^a 
{1962, 1964-1965) which !s not far-olf from Pahehthupi^ ruins of more than 
one Foiifhajatana temple complex were unearthed*. 

At the north-eastern corner of the Pahehthupi village, remains of 
another ancient structure locally called Barkondr-Dsi (J3^/ r.rf., temple) 

are extant. In the village Kali temple {Kdtitddi} a black basalt stone image 
of Durga {2*6^ in height) showing the deity seated in tatildsana widi rosary^ 
vase and trldcni in hands is worshipped- Besides, at the s^nc comer of the 
village* there is also an extensive mound of 170^ in length and about half 
the distance in breadth rising at a height of 15^ above the ground le%'cl. 
Structural remains and otlier ruins are visible on Its surface* and it has been 
contended that Hherc is no doubt that they belong to the Pala period.* It can 
be* however, easily assumed tJiat the mound prcsm^cs an early settlement 
undemcatli. All these ruins demonstrate the antiquity of the place. Like Kaj- 
bai^dahga* Pahehthupi is also perhaps an ancient Buddhist monastery 
sitc> 

(ii) Gitagrom ; During 1928-29 an ancient setllcmcnt site was dis¬ 
covered at Gltagram in Kandi Subdivision and under Bluiratpur Police 
Station (Fig* 1). The site yielded antiquities belonging to the 'pre-Gupta 
and Gupta period'. The finds from the place included clay seals, stone 
beads, terracotta figures and rectangular cast ooins^. 


1 S. R. Daip Rdji^adtdi^ pp. i-17. 

■ S. R. PF^ 40^t. 

^ Arusid tht AfthaiiUgmd (jf India^ 1929-90, p* 143. 

* S. R. BaJ, pp. 40-41. 

* Armad ArshaMoiSg^al Survt^ ^Imfia , 1928-29, pp. 90-99. 
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{iii) ChunBar J An extensive mound was detected at Chiu^iar (two 
miles from Salar), not fer-ofF from Chirud (I'ig- !}■ This extensive niound 
has been Jargely converted into agricultural fields* * The mound yielded 
many stone beads of various shapp and designs wluch speak of ita^ great 
antic^uity^i £vcn at Salar during digging a tanlc called ini stone 

pillars and images were recovered* 

(iv) Ghiisibid ; Ghiisabad {Lalbag Subdivision, 7 miks north of 
Azimgaftj) is another old place (hig- 1)* Its ancient Hindu name 
Badi^ihat (Budreha|)* But the Muslim changed it to ^Gy-isabM" named af^r 
Ghiasuddin Bahadur. In 1853 Layard recorded his visit to an old Mudim 
tomb at this place/ and he came to learn that it belonged to a king of Gaudi 
who has been supposed to be Ghiasuddin BMiadur (131^-1323)^ But 
Beveridge (1^2) contended on the basis of the inforination supplied to turn 
that the tomb was actually buOt on the remains of a samt.^ It is e-xtremely 
interesting to note that tlie structure of the tomb contains stones^ brickSj 
etc.y which remind one of the nse of umterials taken out from certain dcvasla’* 
ted Buddhist or Hindu monuments. 

ITic village contains also scattered ruins of old settlements. Gastrel 
(1057) has given a beautiful account of the place : 'Oyasabad or Budrehat 
on the bank of the Bhagiruttee standls on hard bank of clay and kaMar 
(grit). In its vicinity art found rcmaina of old pottery', old wells, the temaji^ 
of a ibrt or palace and ancient stone slabs engraved in P&ii characlcrSj all 
demonstrating this to liave been the site of an ancient dty^** In 1853 Layard 
recorded the finding of two small ooms discovered during IS52* These two 
coins along with a stone slab bearing inscription^ were sent U> the 
Asiaih Soatfy. Layard identified the place with a Buddhist settlement. In 
IB57 Shcrw ill reported : 'It contaiii^i ruins of an ancient city extending for 
some miles inland where we have found carv'cd stone pillars and slabs with 
FdU inscriptions^ gold coins and much broken pottery^*. 

Thus it appears that according to the reports of the earlier writers who 
visited ihe place the antiquity of Ghiasal>ad can hardly be doubted* But 
nothing very conspicuous has yet been discoveircd:^ which can throw light 
on the early history^ of the village* It however^ to be admkted^ tlmt the 
place was an ancient liabitation ^te. It seems likely that Ghiasabad 
perhaps an extension of Mahipal* the supposed site of the capital city of the 
PaU king Mahlpaia. During the early period of the Muslim rule GhLisabad 
became a prosperous city which was perhap? built with bricks and stones 
obtained from the demolished buildiiigs at Xlahlpal. In I908-0D Chakravarti 
presumed the identification of the place with the site of Lakhmanti* (or 
Lakhan). 

(v) Kirife^warl ,■ Another old place is KLiitcfiwarl in the Lai bag Sub¬ 

division {4 miles west of Lalbag )on the western side of the Bhagiralh! [Fig« 1). 
Its ancient name was Kiritkairia. Rcnncl in his map mentions the name of 
the place as "Kiriptona* or ‘llratkona* which occurs also In ihc Rijdzus-s- 
salutin'^. This place is also mentioned in the (c. 15 th-16th 

century'). It is evident that the place was named after its deity, Kiri|dwarl, 
According to the Tanlraf, the place is one of the 51 jPi/AurtAanflj. It is fijrther 
believed that the kirifa (crown) of Satl dropped at thb very place. 1 he deity 


^ pp. 9a-99. 

■ iht Asitifk ^ 1833, p. 577. 

lUv<eu}, 1392* pp. 322-45. 

* Miira, A.. 1351, Wat Bengal, Dutncl Kandbcxjki, MiinidabAdp p. 19Q* 

* pp. XL1X-L 

•Jtmnudv/ihiAtwak 1909, p 215* 

» O'Malle)-, L.&.S., Distal Muriklibikl^ p, 20S. 









18 


fimiOIHJCTlOM 


now worshipped is a black stone engraved with floral mntift, and she is 
called Vimala or KirHcSwa^^ Bl^irav-s^barta, The crown calJrf 
Gubiopi^ is preserved in a pot covered with redsilk. This pot is rarely'txpoM 
to the people. A tablet in one of the several temples here bears an inscription 
as : &amh^ Aiftoidn'. Sri N. Ba^i foilowing the dicttim ‘oAka^^ 

DdmesaiV read the inscription and explained it as : * */^w=rrM3on^l; 
(rit^=3;flfA/tf=8;Mto=7\Thiiswe have 1387+78 (Saka Era bcginmngai 
?3A.D.)=l+85.» Therefore, the date of the temple is to be fixed at 1465 A.1A 
In the eighteenth century, Darpanarayana Ray r^tored many old 
temples at this place and consecrated also a n^her of LiAgas, rums of which 
lie scattered over a wide area. KirSteswari is even today the most sacred 


place of the districL .... - , . - c 

(vi) Saga r^lii : Next to Kiri lei wari Sagarighi in Jangipur Suh- 
di>'ision ( lO miles north-east of Azimgaftj on the Azimgaflj-Nal^ti lUilway 
line of the Eastern Railway) is most famous for its wonderful lake and other 
monuments and ruins {Fig. 1). Here ts a laig^ake m^uring SOOxSTO 
yards, atwl its depth is as yet untraced (Pl. la). The lake had tw bnck built 
gkdis (bathing places) with three extant flights of step on each of its northern 
and southern banks and two with two extant flights of steps on each of the 
eastern and western banks. On the north-eastcm corner of the western l«nk 
of the lake, ruins of a brick built structure locally called the residence of the 
Budd-bir (old Muslim saint) are extant. Just in the centre of the eastern bank 
there are again remains of another brick built structure, locally attributed to 
Budd-plr’s sister’s son (nephew). According to a local legend, the two pin 
[uncle and nephew) participated in a boat-race in this lake before stariiiig 
for Bara, a village to the western bonder of the district. They were extremely 
pleased wiih‘thcir boat-race in the lake and finally decided to settle on the 
tonk of the lake. The uncle built his house on the north-caslem corner and 
l>cc 3 -[nc kjiov/n. ss- «incl tlm iicphcwj, Ln tb.t ccjitrsJ positioiii oF 

the eastern bank and came to be called Bu4d-pir.^ The local people do also 
believe that m ancient times there was also a temple consecrated to Siva m 
front of each gkdf. A little away from the southern bank of the lake there is a 
MiKlim Dcrg& (tomb) which contains remnants of Hindu and Muslim 

architectural components, ^ . r i 

Sometimes back, an inscribed stone slab was found lying on one ol uie 
Steps of the lake, and about 50 years a rice-merchMt is said to have 
t^cn it away. The inscribed stone slab is as ycl untraced. But some villagers 
noted down the contents of the inscription and fortunately, late N, Ray 
could collect the Sl^fkas from the records iindcr the possession of more than 
one individual^ The inscription on the stone slab SkS recorded by Ray runs: 

1 . saptadasabdike slhiit Sdgiirdfghiid / 

2. PdlauftmakTitam khaiaui Braimudiimuktihitiind jf 

3 + BaTbaridaimdhasToh shop khaiitkdb / 

4 ^ IshpididdmalsksMni kdshfam dv^^sm j j 

5 - Gfifvdm ia^aj/zAarrosi sh&fp&iddhikaik / 

6 . ^iat^^trdnjasankhyd^i dhauiam i?mtTafh jenam jamm // 

7 . Sasd^sbktimiddnitjh^h^ ddiagrdrm^ sannidhau j 

S. Vipr(bhy& dakshi^dd&M ili Sagar^irghikd H 

During 1965 I had the opportunity of recording another version of thiis 
inscription, now in the possession of Sri A. Miiherji, Headmaster of 


^ Mitrfld A., OftJiu, 1951, Wat Bengal DUtrkt H^ndboa^ MurtkUbdd, p|x tSfl-8SJ; 
MalJry, LS^S., Ben^id Diitrkt Gaitiitttf, Muriidlbad, p. 20Sj B. Ray, CtitSOf^ 1961j 
Diitriet Ccfiiuj Haridboolit Miuiidihid, p, 154. 

• R t Bihas (in Bcn,gali}T pp. 131, 146. 
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Sagardjghi H,E. SchooL It was Icamt that Sri Mukiiciji copied the iipcrip- 
tion from another gentleman's old recordSn I1ic copy of the mscripuoa in 
the possession of Sri Mukherji is not a complete one* The inscription as 
copied by me runs: 

1. s^pUi^'abdiki krit^ sagarditghekai f 

2. Pdbvanu^ikniafi kMdah BTohmaha^tih^iundm ff 

5r BarbarddoJosaMsTdi^i iatosahasrd^-ishfskdh f 

4 * £^i&laksh)dm khddikd iriiwkdshffuj dm^ani dv^'^m If 
5 p Gdbhidhenu jahasrdm ^. . - 

it is evident horn a oomparative study of the two versions that the 
inscription pa^»sed Utrough considerable changpj even in wordings. There 
were ^Iso considerable interpolations, fhe subject-matter and the contents 
of the inscription arCj however^ analogous- But the authenticity of this stone 
slab-inscription has been questioned- 

It appears from the contents of the i^cription that the laic was exca¬ 
vated by a member of the Pala dynasty in order to escape from the sin of 
killing a Brahmana^ At the time of digging the lake^ 10,000 labourers and 
6000 diggers were employed. Ten lacs of bricks and two lacs of wood pieces 
were requiredi One hundred thousand cows and more than six palas of gold 
were given to each. Besides, connilcss woolen and ordinary clothes and l^ds 
were also given to the Brahimrks. From the contents of the first slokti 
sapUtJatdbdiki) it appears that the gr«^at lake was dug by the seventh or eighth 
eenmr>^ A.D* or that the lake was exmnt at that time. 

But the name of the member of the ruling Pala dynasty responsible for 
digging Uic lake is not mentioned in the inscription. According to the loc^ 
legend, the lake was dug by the Pala king Mahipalar It is said that in spite 
of deep diggings the sub-soil water level could not he rcachid. Then the 
king was told in a dream that if a potter^ Sagar by name, could be made to 
go into the centre of the excavated lake and strike below witJi a mattock^ 
the sub-soil water w'Ould come out. The king at once sent Jbr Sagar who 
agreed to do so on condition that a canoe wotud be kept ready Ibr his escape 
and that the people must assemble on the bank of the lake to witness the 
operation* This was agreed upon and the potter did aa was desired by the 
king* 

According to another legend collected from Sri Mukherji, the lake waa 
dug by a king. But it had no water because of the curse of a Fakir (Muslim 
saint). As no water came out, the king bmlt a tower-temple in the centre of 
the lake and performed ail kinds of religious rites for the sub^soU water to 
come out. At lastj. the king was ordained in a dream to make Sagar-Aumur 
(potter Sagar by name) to dig at least one spadeTul earth. Sugar did so 
and there was a tremendous rush of water filling the lake* Accor^ngly, the 
lake came to be called Sagardighi after the name of the potter SagaTi 

The stor>' recorded &om Sri Mukherji dilTcrs a little from the one 
collected by late N. N. Ray. It is, however, evident that the legend passed 
through many changes and the second story took its present form under the 
Muslim influence. 'The local people look upon the lake with great awe, 
wonder and veneration (PI. la), 

I n die centre of the lake there is a lowcr-likc monument or a tower- 
tcmple as related in the legend. It w^as learnt from the local sources that 
during dry sumnicr (usually in the months of May and June) the summit 
of the monument can be scen^ Sri Mukiierji inTormedi me that in I960 its 
top was visible at the height of 2^ above water, and it looked considerably 
damaged. The local people have formed an idea about the nature and charac¬ 
ter of the structure by tracing it with a bamboo pole* It was further leamt 
that the structure has altogether eight side-faces with a towcr-like formation. 
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The coniiiiaJ end of the tower is broken^ and its extant summit is about 18* * 
in diameter. 

Besides some excellent scuJptiim belonging to the Pala-Sena periodi 
SagardJghi has not yielded any other positive hiids attesting the ancientness 
of the place. But Muslim coins are casUy available from Sigardighi and its 
neighbourhood^ a good collection of wtucl:! is now in the possession of Sri 
Mukheiji. One of the coins preaenicd to the University by Sri Mukheiji 
bears the legend ; Jlu (JiiluSy)^ * regnai year which is not very clear and 
Stt {Stiiian) ie.f of the Turko-A^han period- The coin may be attributed to 
Shcr Shah or Islam Shah. 

In the southern and eastern direction from Sagardighi, some mounds 
and scattered ruins including fragmentary stone sculptures arc still extant. 
While proceeding to Brihman^am front Sigardighi we came across a 
huge mound with pottery sherds strewn over (PI. lb). It was Jeamt from the 
local sources that at Brahmamgram a temple was btiih overnight. This 
temple is said to have contained a stone lintel and a plate bearing an inscrip¬ 
tion giving details of the digging of the great lake^ and that they were fixed 
on the wall of a subsequently built mosque. The plate bearing the inscription 
is reported to have been taken away by an Englishman. At me same villagCj, 
on the eastern side of the present mosque with corrugated tin roofi there are 
ruins of a brick built structure bearing w^onderful ornamented terracotta 
panels (Pis, II a,b; III a, b). The ornamentation consists of floral, vegetal 
and geometrical patterns. The ruins are found scattered on an elevated area 
(Fb. 11 and III) and It is quite likely that the dikpidaied structure, perhaps 
a mosque, was built on the mins of a Hindu temple. In fact, bricks and 
itofics were dug up and used in the constructiDn of the mosque. Even the 
present mosque, built about one hundred years before^ contains some 
terracotta panels fixed on its mud walL "llie name of the village is also 
si^ihc^t. It appears that the place was once a centre of Brahmanismi 
Inis contention is further attested by the sculptural ruins scattered in and 
around Sagardighi. All these demonstrate the antiquity of Sagardighi and 
its neighbourhood. A little away from Sagardighi a place called Hukirha^ 
h also said to have been the site of the palace of the ki ng Mahlpala^^ 

( vil] Mkhipml : But the actuaJ site of the metropol is of the king M ahlpala 
might be located at Maiupah north of Barala Station (Fig, I). It is now 
called Mahlpal-Halt, 140-6 miles from Howrah, Ghiasal>ad may be supposed 
to be an extension of the city of Mahlpala. Here is a laiige mound extending 
over a wide area, a brief discripijon of which has been given by late T^i. N, Ray*. 
Kumerous antiquities wen* rcoos'crcd from this mound, of which the most inte^ 
resting one is a ten-anned male figure along with male and female attendants*. 
Many stone sculpUires and other antiquities of the Pala-Scna period were 
also collected by Sri Singhi from this area. There is another village nearby 
called Amlabadl which Is supposed to have been the quarters of the ministers 
of the king Mahipal^ The extensive mound at the place has been generally 
taken as the rite for the capital of the Pala king Mahlpala in the eleventh 
century A.D. 

(viii) Omniiaavifi : Another im^rtant site bearing mins of an old 
settlement is Chandanva^, near Sagardighi (PI. IV), The village of Chandan- 
vad lies at a distance of two miles to me south-east of Sagardighi. During 
explorations conducted in this area in 1965 an extensive mound at a height 
of above the ordinary field level was detected. It was indeed sur- 

* 'flic [egend on the coin rtad by Dr. C. LXitta of the Univeraaty ofCvIcutlO, 

* Mitrn, A., Catiai, IM!, W«t BUtrict HitndbookA, MunldSb&d, p. LX. 

- Ray, N. M.. Marlidmikf Md£, pp. 13040. 

pp. 141-42+ 
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prising to notice exposed huge structural remains on the side of the mound 
(PL IVaJ. It was learnt on enquu^ that Uic moutid was previously in the 
possesion of Surendranarayan Singhi Bahadur (Nihaiia, JiagaflJ). The 
Muslim inhabitants of the neighbouring villages usM to dig up large stone 
slabs and bricks from this mound. SubsequenUyj Sri Ni K, Singha Nowlakha 
of Azimgahj purchased the entire area and started digging in 1334 B.S, 
(1927). The digging is said to have been carried out for sometime up to 
the Sub-Soil water level exposing thereby huge brick structures extendiriig 
towards the south (FI. IVa). This digging was evidently done for treasure 
hunting, and practically nothing is known about the antiqiiities recovered^ 
excepting a large Siva-/j%a inside the Gmirip^ffs which might have baffled 
all attempts of removal. The size of the brick and the nature of the exposed 
building construction demonstrate the architectural patterns of the poat- 
Gupta j^riod. After the completion of this diggingj the area was sold to a 
Marvvari merchant of Sagardighi who built a new temple on the elevated 
portion of the mound and installed the unearthed Siva^/u^a there in 13^ 
B.S. (1961). The is now daily worshipped. Just above the door-panel, 
it Is written: *Ddta Kafu RSm^Mnd Sad&m Sdeardiehi kaifad^ d^n* 

(PL IVb) 

The unearthed itAg^ is the largest example so lar found in thb area. 
From the base^ ^e height of the liAga with GnuripaifA is 6'9', and the 
itself is i* in hdght from the surface of the Goiiripafpa. The circumferences 
of the lii^ga and Gauripaffa are and 12respectively (PI. Va). 

(^) (Sold) : On the way to Sagardighi some other sites 

containing old stone sculptures belonging to the FUa^Sena period were 
found lying in accumulation under a huge banyan tree in t^je open fields 
Tills is the sacred place of the neighbouring villages, where on all religious 
occasions the villa^rs meet and offer their w^orship. From Bhanglmilk!- 
Suki (Lalbag Subdii'ision and Navagrlm Police Station) many such frag^ 
mentary stone sculptures were recos'ered, one of which bears an inscription 
belonging to c. tcnth-clcventh century A.D. A discussion on an inscribed 
fr^mentary stone image pedestal recovered from the accumulated stone 
image fragments under the banyan tree has been included in the body of 
the text (rw pages 25-26' PL T.). 

((x) Amfitalrn^d* (Amarkui^^*) * Another qld settlement site is 
Amritakund^ or Amarkiinda under Navagriim Police Station* three miles Irom 
Rainda (Fign 1). Tbcre h an old temple hcre^ w^hich has fallen down and 
dfaerted. In 1965 the temple was found covered woth shrubs and plants 
(PL Vb). The door with its stone lintel Is in perfect condidon. This temple is 
called GaAgddityfT-fmndiT^ the temple of Gahga and Adit)'a. It was learnt 
that the temple w-as built In 1307-1308 B.S. [1900-01) on an earlier temple 
foundation (PL VbL TTiere was another temple by its side dedicated to 
^iva. The liAga and jmt are sdll in situ. All the images which were once 
enshrined in diese two temples arc now worshipped by the village priest 
named Sri Harakumar Misra in a portion of his housen Swerai images of 
Vishnu* Buddlia, Surya* including a few broken images have been all 
arranged in a row on a wooden platform. One of these images is a large 
figure of the Buddha worshipped as Raghunath or Vlshpu, There Ls another 
image of Surya with Ai^a and si^cn horses carved in a series as a frieae* 
Another bcautjju] stone image of Vishnu was presented to the Department of 
^chaeol^ by the village priest, a discussion on which has been also 
Included in the icxL All the stone sculptures examined at this place belonged 
to the Pala-Sena Period and the dilapidated temple may be attributed to a 
still earlier date^ 

Next to Amrit^u^da^ 'h* neighbouring areas of the village Madhunia 
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were explored. Through the courtesy of Sri Dhiren a brgo number 
of stone sculpture fragments was acquired from a local resident. It b highly 
mtCTCStiiig to note that a fragmeril of the partly damaged Vishiju image 
acqmrcd from the village Amfitakuoda was found amongst this collection 
of stone sculpture fragments^ The fragment has been mended to the image 
and it b now a perfect figure of Vishnu. Besides^ while passing thro^h a 
pathway trodden by bullock-cart, a large stone slab was found par tly imbe¬ 
dded. llic stone slab was unearthed and acquired. Itb a large carved stone 
Untd with a seated figure inside a niche In the centre- There are also a few 
moundb on both sidles of the pathway yielding pottery sherds and other 
objects. One human skeleton and pottery fragments recovered frorn one of 
these mounds were presented to the Archaeology Department by Sri Dhiren 
Bag. 

Besides these old settlement sites explored by the investigators, there 
arc many ancient temples scattered over difTcrent parts of the district. All 
these temples are not very old and the majority of them arc to be attributed 
to c. seventecndi'^nineleenth century A.D. A resume of some temples isgi\'en 


(fl) Dayamayl temple at Saidabid Kudjaghafa (northern p^t of 
Berhampur town) consists of a quadrangle with temples inside. 
The main temple b of JortdAgid variety and there are twelve 
other smaller shrines. The main shrine bears an inseribed tablet 
wlfrch gives the date of its construction as U&6 B.S. (1759)* 
There are several other temples in its neighbourhood belonging 
to the eighteenth century. 

(i^) Jaijatfcth temple at Mahimpur (Murjidabad Police Station) is 
an interesting one. The old temple was engulfed by the river, and 
a new one was built This temple contains wonderful mosaic of 
old Dutch tiles bearing scenes from the Bible, floral and vegetal 
dcsi^, etc. 

(r) BhriSttramraU (Jiagahj Police Station) also contains relics of 
some Jaina temples belonging to the eighteenth-ninctecntli century 
A-D. 

(d) Devipur (hagarlj Police Station) has two monasteries called 
Mojtdrdm Aulid and Chofa AuHd^ The former has a wonderful 
collection of metal images numbering no less than live hundred. 
The monastery was built by a deed oFgift made by Rani Bhavani 
in 1162 B.S. (1755). 

(t) Sadekbag contained an old monastery of Mastarim. It was 
indeed a large monastery' comprisbg under^ound cells. The 
temple has been, however, engulfed by the river, but its traces 
are still visible, 

(J) Baranagar (two miles from A^dmgafrj Station) is Ihmous for many 
beautiful temples built by Rant Bhavani and her family members. 
Of many temples^ the more important ones arc the octagonal 
Bha^raru^^ar temple, Charban^la temple, a group of four 
temples around a courtyard having a typied Bengali architectural 
pattern bearing exquisite terracottas representing Hindu mytho¬ 
logical scenes, Ash^bhuja Ganc£a temple, DayamayibadI, Pan- 
ct^mundlpith, etc* All these temples are now protected monu- 

mentSr 

(g) Narasichhadeva temple at Gokarna (Kindi Subdivision) h also 
a beautiful ahrine dated at 1502 \&ikMda)^ 

(A) At Govarhatl there ia also a beautiful temple oTB^da vanaebandra. 
dated at 16^ 0akdbda). 
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(j) At Kandi (19 miles from Bcrhampuj) and Jcmo (Jamm) there 
are also many temple!^. At Jemo a group of temples dedieatcd to 
Siva is extant. Of all the extant tcmplca the one of Rudradeva is 
cxtrcmcLy interesting. 'Ihe t-emplc enshrmes a Buddha image 
which is worshippicd as a BraJimamcaJ deity. The image bears 
eight great scenes on the life of the Buddha. The Buddha himself 
is in lih^up^s^-mudrd. On his rights from top to bottom are the 
hu-sts of the Buddha indicated by Vtxrada^mudr^; on his Leftj are 
the scenes of the offerings of the cup by the gua^ians of the four 
patrons^ the subduing of the elephant, Nalagin and Sravasti 
miracle j and on the top occurs the scene of the Buddlia's death. 
St>'listically, the sculpture represents the Eastern School t^-pc 
belonging to the ninth-tenth century A.D*i 

These arc some conspicuous monuments and relics brought to light by 
field invesUgattons in recent ycai^. It is thus eipidcnt that aU markedly old 
settlement sites including monuments and other relies have been detected 
in the wide belt of the territory lying on the western side of the river Bhagi- 
rathi. An extensive and intensive archaeological explorations along the old 
bed of the river BJiagJratht would certainly yield many more ancient Hindu 
and Buddhist relics. But even these very few known monuments and andent 
remains are sufficient enough to demonstrate the ancientness of this part of 
the district of Mur^iddbad. 

Besides surges collections and acquisitions of finds from private custody^ 
excavations were also undertaken at a few sites with the purpose of discover¬ 
ing relics of ancient settlements^ Buddhist shrines and Hindu temples. Of 
the cities that thrived in the Radha tract of the distrietp the lyic most well- 
known and distinguished in ancient times was of course Karnasuvarna, the 
grand metropolis of the Gauda kingdom under Saianka, the first Sovereign 
of Bengal in the first half of die seventh century A.D. The famous city of 
Karnasuvarna has been mentioned and descril>ed In both literary^ and 
inscriptional records. A detailed account of the city and the kingdom is, 
how^ever, to be found in the records of the Chinese pilgrim Hluen Tsang 
who \Tsitcd the city during Its most Nourishing period of existence. The 
Chinrsc pilgrim has also pre^nted a glowing descriptiDn of the Buddhist 
stQpaJf monasterieSk and also of many JaLna and Hindu temples on the 

Outskirts of the capital dty+ Of all the Buddhist monasteries described by 
the Chinese pilgrim, the most illustrious one was Rakiamriuikd*niahauih3ran In 
all records of the Chinese pilgrim it has been unambiguously stated that the 
Rdctamntiikd monastery stood in the neighbourhood of the capital dty of 
Karnasuvarna. But most unTortunatelyp tht exact locations of l>oth Kar^- 
suwrna and RitktamriuiJtd have been unknown for a long time past. Since 
the middle of the last century', archaeologists and historians have proposed 
various sites for the location of Kar^uvar^, But none of them could 
produce any unimpeachable archaeological record In support of their 
respective proposals. A'i a result^ the question of die identification of Kar^- 
suvarna or Raktmnpttikd has been a matter of great controversy and as 
such. It is an intrioatc problem in the history of Bengal. 

It was only during 192&-3 that a serious attempt was made to dboover 
solid archaeological records for the identification of Karnasuvarna and its 
illustrious monastery But imforturtately, the excavations 

carried at Rakshasidanga (demon^s mound; near Chirud Railway Station) 
could not produce any concrete materia] for the identification of Karna- 

^ N^pori af Hu Arrhat^git^ Surv^ if /nrfw, 192&-30, p. 143; A, Gnusi„ 

195], Well Bcngjal, l^uicl HAndtwles, Muriidflbad, p. B. RaVp Cimui, 1^1, Diitrict 
Handbook MurUdabfld, p. 135, 
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suvar^a and Ilx^tamriUtM-rmhavihom^ The excavator conTtased in his Report 
published in 1933 that *no definite inTormation is available about its identity 
svith Kanriasuv'arija-t'iAiJrd*^ Since 1928-29* no other attempt was made to 
determine die exact location of Kar^msuvarnap and the long outstanding 
problem remained unsolved. After a lapse of thirty-tTATk years, the Depart¬ 
ment of Archaeology of the University m Calcutta contrived a comprehen¬ 
sive plan of archaeolo^cai explorations and excavations with the purpe^ 
of solving this problem in the history of Bengal At the first instance, an 
extensive programme of exploration work w-as undertaken at some of the 
proposed sites for Karnasuvar^. After taking into consideration all a^^- 
able materiahj a site loc^y called Rajbif^danga on the western side of 
the river Ehagiratbl was seketed for excavation with the primary object of 
determing the exact location of Karnasuvarna and its monastery Bn^Uimpiiikd, 
Rajb^dldanga (palace-mound) is an extensive mound standing massively 
in the north-western periphery of the village xtamed Jadupur, near Chiruti 
Railway Station of the Eastern Railymy, 119 miles from Howrah, 'fhe 
imposing mound of RijbadTdihgi b almost barren lying at a distance of 
2195.66 yards by road in north-easterly direction from the Chiruft Station^ 
The total area of the mound is 503500 sc). ft. and its elevation ranges from 
89' to lOF above the mean scadevel and 12^-14^ above the agricultural 
field levd** The ext^vation at the ^te was undertaken in 1962- 

Excavations at Rijbadtdinga for the last few seasons revealed hitherto 
unknown magnificent building eompLcxes*. Many rich antiquities including 
a large number of inscribed terracotta scab, and sealings were abo rccm'eredh 
Some of these seals bear the DAannflfA^iib'^-dcer motif and two lines of 
inscription b^low* The legend on these scab actually contains the name of 
RskiamntUk&mah3t?ihdTii^ and they were issued by the BMkshusxx^ghd of the 
monastery like those issued by the monasteries of Nilanda* Pah^dpur^ 
Ratnagiri, eU* On the strength of the contents of the seal inscriptions and 
other unearthed finds the site under excavation has been firmly identified 
with the Raktamrittikd monastery of Hiuen Tsang's accounts. Accordingly, 
the famous capital city of Karnasu^'arna is also to be located tn the nei¬ 
ghbourhood of the excavated site of Rajbadtdanga^ 

The excavation unravelled several building complexes belonging to 
six structural phases and three cultural periods®* The building complexes 
of the Phase III and cuUiiral Period U are to be ascribed to the Buddhist 
monastic establishment of the seventh century A.D. The first two structural 
phases attributed to the cultural Period i were wholly unassociated with 
the inscribed scaJjj and accordingly* they were anterior to the seal-yidding 
level. On palac^aphical grounds, the inscribed scab may be attributed 
to a period ran^g from c. fifth-sixth century to eighth-ninth century A.D; 
Innumerable rich antiquities were also recovered, and most of them are 
ujuquc. The majority of these finds were retrieved from the cultural Period 
1L Finds uncartited at the site bear also evidences of the prevailing infiuence 
of both Brahmanism and^ Buddhism. The earliest period revealed also records 
of the Tantric cult practices as well. 

The excavation at Rajbadldlnga yielded innumerable antiquities of 
great historical import. Of these antiquities, seven specimens only have been 
treated in the present monograph with particular reference to their archaeo¬ 
logical and hbtorical bearings. The discourses on these seven finds reveal 


* Armvii Ripen of thi ArsAmekgkat SW™ 192S-29, no. 99.100. 

* S. R. Dm, PP- 2U22. ^ 

24-25. 

« S. R. Das, RdjhS4*dMia;pp. 43,^5|.a€. 
i/Mpp3Mh 
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not only the archaeological potetitiality of the site under excavationj but 
also throw considerable light on the dark chapters of the early history and 
culture of the people of B^gal. 

The above limited introductory survey of ancient settlements and finds 
brought to light by archaeologicaJ operations firmly attests the historicity 
of the Rad ha tract of the district of Mnrtidabad. Further discourses on 
many more finds procured fi:nm this area will no doubt enhance our know¬ 
ledge considerably about the bygone l^tory and cultural patterns of the 
people of Bengal. This introduction promotes the prime necessity of con¬ 
triving well 3iought-out comprehensive programme of extensive and 
intensive archaeological explorations and excavations m this fjan of the 
district in pursuance of solving certain intricate problems of our history. The 
successful operation of such a programme can alone unveil the mystery that 
envelops till today the early history of Bengal. 
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(d) Brdhn];ii,ilgr^i]i t A long view of ruins qcT 3. building bearing ornninmCed n^rracOlla ^s-orks. 



{h} Bralnua Eiiifrriliil : A view of omanieriLil works. 
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(rt) C.;kind:inva|t : A v'kSs' far arn^artlscd buKhlme remairt;!. 



(fr) Chnnciiiiii'lil i A rc^enily huiii temple on ihc mountl wiih enthrined. 
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(a) ; IjirRc insidr Elir m ciiily buill icinpSt. 



(b) Arnfilnkatl^ii : A gcn’fRi view of tlic diiapidati^ lemplc. 
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A BLACK STONE IMAGE FROM CHIRUTl (MURSIDAbAD, 

WEST BENGAL) 


In the middle of the 19lh century Capt. Layard witnessed a mutiJated 
black stone image under a banyan tree by the side of a mound called 
Rakshasldanga, near ChimU Railway Station on the Eastern Railway^ 

119 miles from Howrah. A short dcscnplbn of the image including a free¬ 
hand sketch was presented by La^-ard in his article on ' Thi Ancient City qf 
Kansonaptiri Xow Caiiid Rmgamutty published in the Asiatic Society's Journal 
in 1853. But nothing was known about the whereabouts of this image for 
more than one hundred years. During 1928-29 the Archaeological^Survey of 
India carried out ^cavations at the same mound, taut no mention of ihis 
image has been made in the Report published in 1933, 

During 1964-65 while engaged in excavation work at Rajbadidahga, 
I came to know about a mutilated stone image in the possesion of Sri Santosh 
Sen of Satui village (Chumrigacha Railway Station). I went to the residence 
of Sri Sen and found to ray utter surprise the very imagCp a sketch of which 
was publiihed in the Socicty^s Journal in 1833. On inquiry^ I Icamt that a 
few years beforCp Sri Sen brought the image from the neighbourhood of the 
very place where it was witnessed by Layard. Sri Sen made a gift of the 
image to the Department of Archaeolog)'' of the University of Calcutta. 

In 1853 Layard presented the following account of the stofic image: 
curious spe-atmed image was found in the bed of the tank 
Tdtdn) some years ago and tramferred to the foot of the magnihccot Banyan 
tree at Rungamuttyj wherCj 1 regret to say* it has been sadly mu lilat^ and 
destroyed. It represented a figure kneeling on one knee, and is said tay the 
people of the place to be it- » but 1 should fancy that Goddess 

Kdii is intended. The two outer and the front arms have been broken off, 
the centre right arm apparently holds what may have been a human victim 
suspended by tine feet, but the obj^t is too much injured to lorm any concrete 
Idea of its original shape. The binder right arm is in the act of draudng an 
arrow from a quiver suspended at ihe back of the Goddess^ whilst the 
corresponding arm on the left holds the bow. The centre left arm appears to 
suppjort B lotus flower or other insignia, but the upper part of the figure has 
been too much mutilated to trace anything correctly” (FIs. 1 & II) . 

From the Illustration of the sketch of the image published in the Journal 
of the Society in 1853 and the one presented by Sri Sen it is evident that the 
tw'O images are identical (Pis. I &. II). Besides presenting a variant sketch, 
Layard has not also reported a faithful account of the image itself It is^ 
therefore, necessary to present here a true picture of the image w'hich is no^v 
in the custody of the Department of Archaeology of the Uni verity of Calcutta. 

The image made of black stone is indeed badly mutilated as reported by 
Layard. It is evident that the image was the victim of deliberate sharp cuts 
by a lethal wcapom Its total length is 4^1* (including the rectangular tang) 
and the maximum width of the pedestal-base b 2^7'*'. The end of the tang b 
rectangular measuring 2'4* X 6% . 

Thb black stone is an adaptation in Bengal, perhaps from the Rajmahal 
hills^ The back of the image reveals thick parallel lines which are indications 
of quarry-dressing. The quarry-dressed side was left untouched, and only 
the other side was carved into the image in rdief 
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THc upper part of the background and right side of the image are 
broken. Bclowi the animal-head on left b abo damaged, but manes on right 
are partly extant. The head-gear and the facial portion of the image up to its 
breast demonstrate a sharp cut. The pedestal-base is plain and bears some 
chisel or cut-'inarks. 

The image is an eight-armed deity (not six-armed as described by 
Layard). The arms of the image arc all damaged. On right, ah arms arc 
muubtcd excepting the lower and the upper ones. The upper arm holds a 
quiver and the aUrlbutc of the lower one is not clear. On left, four arms arc 
partly extant, and the first and the third arms hold lotus and bow. The deity 
is a dynamic standing figure. Its left leg rests on the pedestal and the right 
one, on the body of the animal below. 

The figure is less omamenlcd. It wears a necklace consisting of circular 
beads and a hanging pendant. Both feet wear plain anklets and hand-s, 
armlets. The first arm on left w^ears an armlet comprising one row of beaded 

ASnes. ^ _ - - i 4* 

The drapery is plain< The whole body is wrapped in a with foldings. 
The sd^i goes round the legs exhibiting their contours and the middle one 
slopt^ down to the back of the animal below^. The mukufa or head-gear, though 
mutilatedk seems lo be conical and omamented (PI. I)* 

The animal below is a double headed composite figure, buffaio and 
Jion, On right, the buFTaio head bears two prominent horns and beautifully 
chiselled eyes. On left, the head of the Uon is damaged^ but its manes arc 
partly visible. The pedestal or the base and the tang arc plain and bears only 
a few chisel-marks. The upper part of the background is damaged and the 
extant edges on right and bear circular beaded line decoration. 

On the*whole, the image exhibits a graceful appearance, and the work¬ 
manship does not appear crude. The abduce of old vigour and composition 
is noteworthy. Subtle gracefulness and loveliness arc its characteristic 
features. The posilion and the pose of the figure appear to be vigorous and 
dynamic. 

The image is a represen tation of Ahkhkamardinl and not Kdli as reported 
by La>rard. The attributes of the eight armed Mahiskamnrdinl are ^neraJly 
discus, trident, arrow, sword, index-finger, buckler, bow and hair of the 
demon. Here, the demon is absent and the deity stands on the animai itself 
[n spite of die indeterminate aitributcs of the present deity due to mutila¬ 
tion and the absence of the figure of the demon, it may be contended that 
the image represents the Goddess Mahhhumardim (Pf 1). 

The present double headed animal is very sipijficant. This kind of 
composite animal form is very rare. The lion Is the vehicle of die deity 
Durga, and mahisha is the animat from which the demon came out. Here, 
the sculptor presented the two animals in a noble way by carving out die 
heads of both the buffalo and the lion on the right and left of the same 
animaUbody. Accordingly, it may be contended that the figure represents 
the Aiahishamordim^Dur^, the most popular Goddess of Bengal. Significant 
features of the image arcs oompto&ite animai form, resting of the left leg of 
the deity on the p^esEal, ornamentation, graceful appearance, f/e, On 
the basis of the extant features the image may be attributed to the scvTnth- 
eighth century A.D. 

The description of the image given above differs conriderably from die 
one presented by Layard in 1853, But from the illustralions it is clear that 
the two images are Identical. It is, therefore, apparent shat Layard dUd not 
present a fatthful account of the image whidi he wiUiessed at Rangamati 
and a sketch of which he publUhcd in the Asiatic Society's Tournal in 18 j 3 
(Pis. 1,11). 
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FOUNDATION HUMAN SACRIFICE 


From mdetcrmiriabli!; timtj man has been observing the riiual practice 
of dqicKitfng sacrificed human bcmgi^ wholly or partly, and more generally 
the skulU in ihc foundalion irenchcs of buildings or any oihtr structure^. 
Many legends of human sacrifice relating to the erection of embankments, 
building of castles or temples or houses^ digging of trcncheSp const ruction 
of bridges j elc., for imparting sErengtb and vUality are widely current through^ 
out the worldp There are also many records of accideniat or casual findings of 
human skulls or bone fragments during diggings or rediggings of foundations 
of some dilapidated buddings. But concrete archaeologicaliy stratified 
records regarding foundation human sacrifice are rare. 

During exca^lions at Rajbididilnga ^Mursidabad district, West 
Bengal) in 19&4, an extremely interesting record of the foundation human 
sacrifice was unearthed. This discovery relates to the finding of a frag¬ 
mentary human skull lying in position in the foundation ucnch below an 
exposed wail in one of the excavated trenches (Tr. A5; Pi. I). 

up to ^ depth of 9'10' below surface, brick debris were exposed 
ihroughnut the excavated area. On the removal of these bricks, a regular 
wall was uncovered. It was a massive wall built on layer (^consisting of 
<^l^-dcgositjon of 4^0. chkkness. Below layerran laycrs(^^ 

(^^+(^and(^(Pls. Itf, III]. The nature and character of dicsc 
layer- depositions are not essentially different excepting a little variation in 
colour* Most of these layers arc, however^ devoid of any evidence of human 
occupation. Excluding hrickbatSp only one pot-sherd was fouELti lying near 
the skull (Ph II, tf, ^ 3 . Tlie whole deposition appeared to have been the result 
of an accumulation of sik laid by an inundation. The running of so many 
layers in this excavated area is a clear indioition of disturbances, perhaps 
caused by the cutting of the foundation trench of the v/all. The silt deposition 
in north-eastern corner of the cutting area of the trench ran downwards up to 
a depLh of i2"6^ below 5urface,and in south-eastern direction, the natural 
soil was exposed at a depth of 1 K below surlace. 

At a depth of I below surface and BB-S ft. above mean sea level 
and at 1 7' below the top brick course of the wall thjjragmcntary human 
skull was exposed. The skull was found lying on layer(Ud| and laycr(^ was 
the covering one, DLsturhances in earth-deposJlions continued up to (he 
ru^ng of layerH^ Below layer(^ was unearthed the natural soil marked 
as(i^. Layer (^l^on which was laid the skull consisted of brickbats and a 
single sherd (FI. H). Ji was quite evident that the skull was deliberately laid 
in petition on layer (U^ * 

The area covereffby the skull measured The general orientation 

of the skull was From north to south. But the frontal portion was found lying 
m the south-eastern direction. The skull wras found associated with brick¬ 
bats and a single sherd (Pis. I & II)* These are indeed foundation nodules. 
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The skull hau been escamlned by Dr. S. S, Sarkar of the Univenitv of 
Calcutta and Dr. B. Sarltar of N.R.S. Medical College, Calcutta. Dr. S. 
Sarkar reported that the skull belonged to an adult male above 20 yeaia. Its 
mo parietal rmoiu show slanting cut-marks joining in the shape of an 
inverted A with its apex being on the sagittal suture. The cut-marks on 
the skull indicate the use of a sharp-cutting heavy weapon. It has been also 
evident that cut* were Inflicted one upon another. From the nature of levell¬ 
ing of cut-marks it may be presumed that the injuries were caused on a 
decapitated head. This finding of Dr. S. Sarkar has been confirmed by Dr. B. 
Sarkar. It follows accordingly that the head was chopped off and then its 
two parietal regions were cut off with a definite purpose. It is only after 
cutting the two parietal regions that the head was carefully laid in the 
foundadon trench of this Phase II wall. (PJj. J, 11). 

The cusiQm of bury mg the sacrificed human being, wholly or partly, 
in the foyndation txcnch of a buildtng has a magical virtue of rendering the 
structure stable and impregnable. In the present oiamplc, only a portion 
of the aknllp the brain coniainer, has been carefijlly deposited in the tbuiida- 
tion trench. In this connection, it may be noted that this Phase II wall was 
buiJt on the siLt dep<^ition. Furthcri on the removal of ihii structure., another 
wall built on the naiiira] Kill was abo exposed, It has been found out that 
the first occupation at the site was destroyed by a flood from the river 
fih^^tratKl. Naturally so, when the second Phase structure was buJJl, all 
powiblc steps WCTc undertalccn to maite it impi egnabJe. Tltis human sacrifice 
deposition of the skull in the foundation trench with all associated 
fituah were perhaps the magical undertakings directed towards that end. 
On straligraphical evidences. Phase II stniclure at the site is to be ascribed 
to c. sccoiifl^fmh century A.D.* Further, the discovery- of ihe skull in the 
foundaiion trench ts perhaps an Indication of the prevalence of the Tantric 
Cult practices at that time. 

On the strength of the contents of a targe number of inscribed terracotta 

during excavadonsp the present site of 
Rajbadldah^ has been firmly identified with the Illustrious 
L , Hiucn Tsang in the 7th century A.D. The cnonastery 

buildings at the site have ^n aitributed to Pha.'ie IIL 

The^ di^overy of ilm archaeological record of the foundation human 
saermee is me nm of ns kind m this part of our counirj^ Similar records of 
the deposiuon of human skulls and hones have been aim discovered durlni? 
subsequent excavations at the dtc. 


■ S. R. D«, p, 25, 
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STUCCO HEADS FROM RAjBApipAJ^OA 


Stucco plastic znoddlidg attained perfection during the drst few contunea 
of the ChristLan era. In India^ Tajtila was the earliest and representative 
centre of the stucco art creation. The practice of stucco modelling first 
began at Taxila in the hrst century. A,D» and became an intCCTal part of the 
composite art productions of the Gandhi school like omer Gandhara 
art creations^ the beginning of the stucco rnodeUin? has been attributed 
also to cnitraneous origins. The stucco art at Taxib reached its highest 
excellence in the fourth century AhD, 

In eastern India, Nalanda, Rajglr and parts of Bengal yielded examples 
of stucco art production. The stucco arc creations from Bengal are exempli' 
lied by a few specimens comprising both casual and excavated Ends. Signi' 
hcant casual Ends were recovered from the districts of Rajslhi and Muriida'^ 
bad. While ploughing a held in the viUage named Tejanandi, Rajsahi distrietp 
a fairly Large head was found. The specimen is now in the custody of Prof. 
S. K. Saraswati. Besidesj uvo heads were recovered from Murlidabad districti 
and they arc now preserved in the West Bengal State Archacolopeal gallery 
and Ashutosh Museum. One of these stucco heads w^as found while digging 
the foundation trench of a school building in the village Madhupur, near 
ChirutI Railway Station. 

In Bengal^ excavated examples of stucco art creations including stucco 
heads came from Rakshasidahga (Muriidabad district) and Pahadpur 
(^jsahi district). The excavation, at Rakshasidanga during 1928-29 yielded 
no Jos than ninety-five stucco fragments of which at least five to six arc 
reported to be the heads of the Buddha. Several examples of stucco heads 
were also recovered during excavations at Pahadpur. But the stratlgraphical 
sequences of these Endings from RaishasjdaAga and Pahadpur are not known. 

In recent years, the excavations at Rijbadid^hga (Muriidabad district) 
in 1962 and 1964 yielded several stucco heads and mouldings. Mere, the 
discovery of two stucco heads in 1%2 is communicated with comments. 
The illustrated stucco head Ng: (a) [PI. I) is partly damaged. The top of the 
head, and its left side, upper portion of the n<KC and lower part of the chin 
arc lost. The specimen dkpJays wide forehead and hair-indications arc absent. 
The total breadth of the head h 53 mm. The left eye is damaged, and the 
right one is extant. The c>e is a long hor^ontal one. The upper eye-lid is 
thick, raised and bold. Indications of eye-brow^ are absent. The upper 
part of the nose is broken. Though the naaion is damaged, the nose appears 
to be sunken at the root. Its wings arc broad and the nostrils have narrow 
but deep openingSi The nasal hei^t and width measure 25 mm. and 19 rom. 
The mouth Is indicated by a deep lonritudinaJ cut. The upper and lower lips 
arc thick and a little everted. Only the ear on right is extant. The ear is a 
long and broad one measuring 23 mm. in length and 21 mm, in breadth. 
The face is broad and the chin is markedly present. 

Tlie example No, {b} is also a framentary one. Its right side and the 
top of the head are damaged. Only the left side of the head is well preserved. 
Jlie frontal portion of the head h not so wide as in specimen No- (ff). The 
top of the head is damaged, but there are traceable indications of h a ir 
consisting of deep cut-hnes. the left eye and the inner canthus of the right 
one arc extant. The e>e is long and narrow measuring 17 mm. in length and 
4 mm. in breadth. The eye-lid h not very prominent. The cyofonn is C3^ 
ircmely elegant and pissing. 
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The example has a fine, long and straight no^. Its wings m not so 
wide, and the nose is not sunken at the root. It b straight from nasion to its 
tip. Tlic Let^th and breadth of the nose are 17 mm. and ] 2 mm. respectively* 
The nostrils liave been separated from the upper lip by sharp eut-Iines 
without showing deep openings. The mouth has been displayed by another 
cut. The lips are not thlck^ and the lower one is short and bold. The chin Is 
\^'ell'mark^. 

Distinctive features of these two stucco heads may be thus compared: 

(i) The specimen No. {a) is larger than NOi (i) 

(iij The frontal portion of No. {a) is wider than that of No. (^). 
(thi Eye-forms and eye-lids of the two specimens also diffen 
(b) The nose of No. (4) is straight, long and pointed and that of 
No. {a) h broad and perhaps sunken at the root. 

(vt) Wings of the nose of No. (d) arc broader than those of No. (4). 
(w) Nostrils arc absent in No. (a). 

(mV) The mouth-cut of No. fd) is wider and deeper than that of 

No. {h). 

(pii*) Hair-indications are absent in No- (o)^ but traceable in No. 

(ijf) lihc face of No. (4) is not so broad as that of No. (n). 

On the whole^ the specimen No. (4) displays a fine and graceful appea^ 
ranee- Hut the modelhng of both the heads represents skilful handling. lu spite 
of certain disimilaridcs in lacial expressions of these two heads,, the techniques 
of making and finishing arc all alike. 

I'rom the physical features of these two stucco heads, it appears that 
they perhaps represent two distinct ethnic types- The determmation of 
ethnic types ftom scuLpturaJ representations would be, however, unscientific. 
But the general form and ethnic pcculiaHtiea can be well discerned and 
certain conclusions may be drawn. The Rrt creation is a traditional one 
and the forms and features arc mofidy conventional. In respect of these two 
examples, tt can be said that they represent two ethnic types^ coarse and 
graceful. 

Unfortunately^ these two stucco heads were recovered from a huge 
deposition of debris cotisisiing of innumerable pot-sherds and other minor 
antiquities ioduding a metal Dharm^hakra belonging to c* seventh*eighth 
century A.D. On stratigraphical and other evidences at the site, these two 
stucco heads arc to be attributed to cultural Period 11 dating £n^ c. fiilh- 
sjxth century to ninth-tenth century A.D.* During subsequent excavations 
several excellent examples of stucco heads were also recovered from strati¬ 
fied levels. One of these heads, a large and crude one, w-as retrieved from a 
lowT!r level belonging to c. fourth century A.D., and other examples art to be 
attributed to culture Period 11. The stratigraphicai datings assigned to the 
stucco heads arc also attested by the stylistic consideration. 

Like those in Taxila and other places^ the Buddhist shrines uncovered 
at Rajbadldanga were also extemaily plastered with Lime and adorned with 
stucco mouldings and heads. 

Tlie problem connected with the stucco heads from Rajbadldafiga U 
primarily the question of determining the origin and development of the 
art of stucco modelling in Bengal. It h generally believed that the techniques 
of stucco an creations in different parts of India diffused from TaxiLa. In 
general, the stucco heads from Rajb^dldanga display elegant features of the 
Gupta sculptural art. In materiai composldgns, techniques of making and 
in other essentials the Rajbadidanga stucco heads differ primarily &om 
their Taxila counterparts. If the stucco art fnjm Taxila reached its excellence 
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in the fourth century A.D, and declined subsequentlyp the diffusion possibly 
took place after this periwt. Bat Rajbadldanp produced one extremely 
interesting coarse spMimen from the earliest level belonging to c, fourth 
century AhD. Accordingly, it appears that the development of stucco model- 
lings at Rajbadidiftgi « almost contempomneous with those of Taxila. It 
is suggested that the stucco art in Bengal had a local and ^rhaps an inde¬ 
pendent origin. These stucco art creations at RajbadEdanga arc indeed the 
handiworks of the local craft5Tnaji+ 

The popularity of the stucco art creation is to be associated with the 
growth and spread of the Mahdjfdna Buddhism and the establishment of the 
Buddhist itSpas and monasteries. By about the fifth century A.D., more and 
more creations of the Buddha imagt^ came to be regarded as works of great 
merit and the goal of salvation and hence, arose the widespread practice of 
erecting shrines and sfQpas adorned with innumerable images of the Buddha, 
This is what happened in Bengal as well. Bui this stucco art in Ben^ did not 
Jong continue- Micr the eighth-ninth century A.D-, ihe stucco art iii Bengal 
declined and its place was perhaps taken by the terracotta art production- 
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DISCOVERY OF A METAL DtL\RMACHAKRA 


Adoration and actual worship of Dkarma^hokr^i (Wheel of Law), singly 
or along with other representations^ was a central theme in both cply and 
late Buddhism. But unfortunately, only a very few concrete apedmens of 
Dhimna^htikra and solid archaeological records of its independent worship 
arc known in India. Here, the discovery of an excellent example of a meta! 
Dharmonhakra is communicated with comments. 

The present specimen is a cast from mouldp and the material is &shfa~ 
dhSiu. (PL ft). The total length of theCjk^a including iu base and projec¬ 
tion below is 3^ , The Chdera has a floral pedestal base with volutes of leaves 
which carry the wheel aloft. Volutes of leaves have not been, however, 
uniformly represented on both sides of the pedestal base. The ascending a^ 
or the stalk holding volutes of leaves has a rounded fiat base marked with 
criss-cross lines* The diameter of the wheel is I}" audits inner circle contain¬ 
ing the spokes has a diameter of The weight of the Chakra is 14S gxn^ 
There arc eight spokes radiating from the central block or nave. The central 
point of the nave bears a rounded protuberance or knob of i" in length. 
Each spoke measures and the stalk Is Y in length, and the diameter 

of its flat ring-base b The maximum breadth of the volutes of leaves 
below the Oiakra b 24'* The Chakra h elaborately oniamentcdi 1 ts 
border bears a chain of beaded decoration ail around with five studs, two 
on right, twonn left and one at the top in the central position. Both sides 
of the Chakra arc similar excepting a little variation in foLLage patterns 
below. 

The spokes of the wheel have been made to resemble petals of a lotus 
and below, b the stem with volutes of leaves and flowers. The Chakra with 
its petal-like spokes represents an eight petallcd full blown lotus* Thb metal 
wheel standing on a pedestal ornamented with floral motifs and vegetal 
devices b to be identified with the Buddhbt Dharmachakra. The wheel and 
the lotus are prc-Buddhbt symbols and both are also commonly associated 
with the Brahmanical deities. 

The wheel or Bhamtachakra h found frequently represented in Buddhbt 
relicb^ But the extant finds of Dhamtaihakra and evidences of its independent 
worship are very few. An interesting instance of the D/wrm^Aalrrfl-worship 
b found in Safichi reficb. At the top of a panel, the Chakra b found on a 
pedestal flanked by the devotees. But it is Amaravatl which has yielded a beau¬ 
tiful specimen of a stone Dharmmhakra on a pillar flanked by devotees with 
folded hands and Dipoj with offerings, Thb specimen belongs to c. 100 A^D. 
Another large stone Dhanna£hakra been discovered from LLngarajupalem 
(Viiikhapatnam dbtrict). Its diameter b 3*A* and the tenon measures 
6t' X 7', The tenon was perhaps meant to fit it into a mortise. The border of 
the Chakra b weU decorated with alternating tiiraina and leaf motifs* A 
beautlTul Dharma^hakra has been abo discovered from Fahadpur (Hortb 
Bengal)* 

The metal Chakra under discussion was discovered during excavations 
at Kajbadidanga (Mur^idabad dbtrict) conducted by the University Depaft* 
ment of Archaeology, The spccjmcn b a complcie one. It was reirieved 
from layer ® ai a depth of 5'6' below surface. The same layer yielded also 
I wo stucco heads of the Gupta period, fine polished sherds and other rich 
n>inor anliquiiles. On the strength of alratigraphlcal records and datable 
find?rj|, this Chakra may be attributed to c. seventh-eighth century A.D, 
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Several specimens of stone Dhomachakra arc known firom South-east 
Asia^ more panicuJarly from Siam. One example from Prapatom bears a 
pedestal with a lotus flower and volutes of leaves. Thia spceimefi has been 
ascribed to the fifth'Sbeth century A.D.j perhap a little later. Many more 
examples of the stone Dhsmachakra have been also recovered from Dvaravati 
and other sites. Some finer examples from these places were carved in the 
round. This remiods us of their Indian eountetparts. 

Dharmachakras from Amaravati, Vllakhapatnam, Siam and other dtes 
are all in stone. But very little is known about any metal Dftarnis£hakTa and 
its independent worship. It appears that at first, stone DhuFmachakra was 
only worshipped and subsequently, with the introduction of metal-casting 
in some centrr^, the Cknknx was pr^^uced in metal. RajbadidSrigi w&s also 
such a mctal-casling centre. This is also attested by the discovery of bronze 
figures of the Buddha and Gane^a. 

it is quite likely that the practice of carving Dharmachakra in stone and 
its independent worship travelled to South-east Ada either from Amap\^t{ 
or RakiamfiUiki, In this context, a reference may be made to an inscription 
from Malaya Peninsula, which speaks of the great navigator Buddhagupta, 
a native Rakirnipi^ika, who travelled to M^ya Peninsula for trade. This 
Raktamptiikd Is now to be firmly identified with Rajbid^dahga, the site under 
excavation. During excavations at the site many inscribed terracotta seaUngs 
bearing the name of Raktamriitik& has been discovered. Some of these se^ 
were the official tokens of the RGkt^mritiika-Vihdm*. The illustrious Rjikia- 
mrittikd monasteiy visited byHiuen Tsang in seventh century A, D. might 
have also played an important role Ui the ddfuslon of Buddhism in South¬ 
east Asia. 1 . . . 

The discovery of this metal Dharmachakra from Rajbadidariga is unique 
of its kind. Independent worship of this CAdAra is attested by its nature and 
form. It follows also that the worship of Dhamackakra singly was perhaps 
practis^ by certain Buddhist sects of the great monastery 

which is to be identified with Rajbididanga. In the absence of its counter¬ 
part in any other centrcj it may be contended that the Chakra was a local 
pr^ucU This metal Dkarmaefu^a is perhaps the only known sample of 
its kind. From all these points of view, the discovery of this metal Dharma- 
chakra from Rajba<lld^nga bears a great historical import. 
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A MINIATURE BRONZE HEAD 


The present communication deals with the recovery of a remarkable 
miniature bronze head, perhaps of a Buddhist divinity:, from Rljbadidanga 
(Mur^idabad district. West Bengal) ^ 

The head is an unstradiicd find recovered firom a dump. It is a small 
head measuring 2*3 erm in length. The head is corroded and slightly 
damaged, more particularly the eye on left. 

This bronze head is characterised by elongated face, rounded cheek, 
sharply projecting and pointed nose, long ear-lobes and pointed chin. The 
Ups are ^ort and medium in thickness; the lower one ts a little everted. The 
head wsrs a crown with beaded decoration below. The hair-dressing h 
conventional and consists of a scroj-circular twisted knot at the back (PJ^ I), 

In general, the head displays sharp and charming features. Its counte¬ 
nance b pttremely impressive and lovely* The style is mature and mdic^t^ 
the wwking of a master-hand. In certain respects, the head is reminiscent 
of the classical Gupta art-creadon. It also renunds one of some bronze figures 
from Nalanda and Kurkihar. 

Iconographic identification of this miniature bronze head is uncertain^ 
The present specimen resemblcst though not exactly, the two bronze heads 
from Nalanda^ now preservni in the National Museum. One of these two 
bc^ds from Nalanda has been idendfied with the Buddhist divinity 
and the othfr, with Hdriti. It may be suggested that the present miniature 
female head fiom Rajbadldlhga might represent either of these two BuddHit 
^vinitia, more particularly that of Tdrd, In this connection, it is extremely 
interesting to note that a complete bronze figure of Tdrd has been also re¬ 
covered fiom Main^att. The present head resembles considerably the 
head of the Mainamati example. 

The head of //arffi from Nilanda belonged to the reigning period of 
Devapala (ninth wntury A.D.). But the head of Tdri displays certain 
features which indicate an earlier date, eighth century A.D. This lovely 
minia^re bronze head from RSjbatUdanga may be also tentatively ascribed 
to e. dgbth-mnth century A.D. This dating of the specimen under discussion 
agrees well with the stratified bronze figures of the Buddha and Ganc^a 
recovered during excavations at the site in 19^65. 


PLATE I 



(a) Profile of ifi* Bron7c HciMJ 



VV Minialurc Bron/c: HcEd' 
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DISCOVERY OF AN INSCRIBED FRAGMENTARY STONE 

PEDESTAL 


The present dbcmsion relates to the discovery of a black stone 
pedestal bearing an iii 5 criptLon+ human figures and foLiage devices executed 
in low and high rcli^. While conducting archaeological explorations during 
1965-66 in the Radha tract on the western side of the Bhagimihi in the 
dialiict of Mursidabadj the present stone pedratal was found partJaUy 
imbedded along with many other fragmcntar>' carved stones imdcr a banyan 
tree in the open ficld;^ near the village Bhanga Milki (Mur^idabid) (PI. 1^). 

This pedestal of black stone measuri ng I4*x9' in pa^haratha form, both 
in its upper and lower parts, is quite in conformity with five images whose 
feet are extant on five padmapifhos. The representauons on the pedestal have 
been w ell executed in low' and high relief on its three parts. The upper part 
bears five pa^maplfhaj (lotus-seals) in a row; the ceniraj one is the largest, 
and others arc smaller in skes and lower in graded of relief. Each padnwpifha 
composed of a double inverted full blown lotus bears one pair of beau tiful 
carved feet. Five toes on each foot have been prominently indicated b>^ 
incised Cut-lines. Each foot wears again iiii^ly carved anklets indicted by 
double bands composed of dots, and two pairs of anklets on immediate right 
and left have been shown by single dotted bands. But the anklets on last tVi'O 
pairs of feet on extreme right and left have been represented by plain ban^. 
The size of each of the images can be conceived from the sizes of feet resting 
on lotus seats. Besides, on \3i and right of the central padmapifhi, there are 
two lolus-represcntations executed in relief (PL I ft). 

On the front‘ 5 urface of the upper cejitral m/ite measuring and 

beneath the central a short inseripLion in one line is extant: 




l*hc inscription from left to right ends with two vertical strokes and it 
reads ‘ SnmadudkAsx^i Srimadvaka ; perhaps the dciiy belonged to the 

prosperous or glorious VAK'A (a personal name). The let tens of the inscrip¬ 
tion arc in characters of e. tenth-eleventh century A.D. (PL I ft). 

The ftont-suriace of the central part of the pedest^ below ih^ padma- 
pifhas is fully covered by foliage devices and human figures earned in \m\d 
relief. The vegetal and floral devices have been all w^cll executed in luxurious 
curves. In spite of exhuberent and luxurious curves^ a perfect balance has 
been maintained. Below the central rstka bearing the inscription, there is the 
representation of a short stylised flow^er flanked perhaps by two floral devices 
or mythical figures carved in relicL These two figures app^r to have been 
executed in a cortventional style with short arms, prominent breast and 
long hair projecting backward, and its lower portion has been ca^'cd in 
coiuprmtty with the vegetal devices. But the representations might be 
conventional floral devices as wclL Just below tw*o padimpithaSt on left and 
right of the central one^ there are two kneeling figures with folded hands 
and facing each other with a little ftontward turning of their heads. These 
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arc indeed two Gam^a devotees- The surface of the bottom Asikkaralka has 
been left completely blank (PI* U). From the middle of ihe pedestal pto- 
trudes a lapermg projection (measuring 3J*X4' and narrower end, V) 
meant for fixation of the image. The back portion of the pedestal is fuUv 
covered by chisel-marks. ^ 

The IdentLBeation of the m^es standing on the padimpifhos of this 
pedestal cannot be fim^y determined on the basis of the esttant feet alone, 
but on the analogy of similar other pedestals with extant images, the iconic 
presentations on this exampie can be identiiicd. Here, attention may be 
drawm to ^vo Vishnu images from Bengal and one from MathtirS. The 
images resemble in minute details the present example. 
1 nc form, padmapifhas^ devotees beneath the second lotus seal 

on left and right of the central one, luxuriant foliage and vegetal devices, 
ek.t are mostly alike in form and treatment. But in NakkatLtala {Lalbag 
Mur^idabSd) example the central figure in the middle poruon of the pedestal 
below the central upper raiha and psdmapqAs is a kneeling devotee 
facing from with folded hanit. But the pedestal of the Vishnu image from 
bun^rvan (now pre3er\''ed in the Indian hfuseum) is in many respects 
similar to the present one. The central floral motif, devotees beneath the 
pa^apifhas on left and right of the middle one, vegetal devices, ek., are all 
wtke. but this example does not bear any inscription, and the floral devices 
diner a httlc in rmnute details. There is, how^ever, another cxaelly identical 
pedestal of the Vishnu image in the Indian Museum. It bean also a short 
i^cnption on the auriace of the centra] rctha of the lov.'er part and not on 
the upper rains like the present one. 

V k*" atovc example!, the central ddty is the Sthdnaiamiirti of 

and padma standing on the central 
Vuhi^u IS flanked by two ddtia holding padma and rina respec- 
tively, l^cy are standing m playful bhoAgas. These two firures are to be 
identified xnth Lakshmi and Sarasvatj. On left and right of Lakjhmi and 

figure, Jaya and Vijaya, They arc 
all the pa^ra^valos ffanuly deities) of Vishtju. On the strength of the 
«^vings on Ae pedestal and five pai« of feet on five /^mapUhas, 

iotus-throncs of the present example 
may^ well identified with Vishiju and his parieSradeMtis. 

f ,1 only a few jj^nbed images from Bengal and the discovery 

of the present example » indeed an important addition. Its sculptured 
figures, ornamentations, carving of luxuriant foliages and vestal dwices, 

S ofVishpu images to the Pala School is attested by 

^ f described above, and it is to be 

attributed to c. tcntb-clevcuth century A.D. 


PLATE I 



{a} Stone lojlpiurc fragmcAift including the inscribed one l^lng undcf & banyan tree 



(b) Stone Pedestal with inscription on ihe soHhee oT ihc cental 
* Inscribed SljQTkc Ped^Lal/ 











STONE IMAGES OF VISHI^U FROM MUR&IDABAD DISTRICT 


Several stone images of Vishnu have been recovered from different 
parts of the district of Mur^idabad, West Bengal The present report relates 
to hilherto unrecorded three black stone images of Vishnu, Sm^'o of which 
have been rccenily acquired by the IDepartmcnt of Archaeology of the 
University of Calcutta from the village named Amritaku^d^ [Amarkuiida);^ 
Mursidabad dhtrict (Fig. I)^ 

During archaeological reconnaissance in Uic Riidha tract on the western 
side of the Bhaglrathi we came across an old dilapidated brick temple by 
the side of the house of the priest Sri Harakumar Mtsra of the village AmfiEa- 
kunda (PL V [A) of the Introduction)* ITie roof of the temple has fallen 
down. But its front portion with lime-plaster is extant. The stone lintel and 
door-jambs are elaborately omamented. The jamb on the left side of the 
door Ijcars a short figure inside a carved niche. The upper portion of the 
temple as illustrated in Pi. V (of the Introduction) presents its complete 
picture In ruins. 

It was learnt from the local sources that the said temple was built long 
ago by the listers and that on its decays the enshrined images were removt^ 
to the outer apartment of the pricst^s house. About a dosen of large and 
small images (three of which partly damaged or broken) w-ere found arranged 
in a single row upon one wooden platfonn. I’lirough the courtesy of Sri 
Dhircndra Nath ^gj two partly damaged Vishnu images were presented 
by the priest Sri Mlsra and ihe villagers to the Department of Archaeology. 
Sri MLsra informed us that alE these images were recovered from a nearby 
tank where they were thrown by the devotees on the approach of Kalapahad- 
Besides the images acquired by the Department^ another image of Vishnu 
under worship was photographed there for a compaiative study. 

Both the images presented to the Department are partly damaged. 
The lower portion on left of the image No. 3 (PI. Ill) wus found mining at 
the lime of its acquisition* P'rom the village Madhuoia scv'cral stone sculpture 
fragments were ^o acquired through the courtesy of Sri Dlurendra Nath 
Bag^ After returning to Galcutta, while examining [hose fragments^ a broken 
part of a black stone image was found. From the nature of the broken par t, I 
presumed (hat it might be the missing pordon of the very image acquired 
from the village Amritakunda^ The presumption was found correct^ and the 
broken part aflixcd in good ordciH The said image of Vtshpu is now in 
perfect condition (PL HI)* 

All the three ima^ of Vishnu under discussion here were carved out of 
hard black stone obtained from the Rajumhal hilts. The image No^ 1 (Pi. la) 
with its plain-cut rectangular stele measures x4"* I(s right side and lower 
part are partly broken. The central figure is moderately ornamented and 
wears a conical crown, ITic main figure with its charactcrisiie round face 
and broad nose is flanked by two attendant figures^ die one on left is only 
extant. Above the side figures are the representations of two tigers (idrdula)t 
one on each side. Ai tlie top of the slelCj ilic central vegetal device is flanked 
by twD full bloomed lotuses* The central figure wears a necklace consisting 
of three Ireaded chains with a hanging lot±et. The girdle ts plainly oma- 
men led. i’he varuimdia (a garland or chaplet made of wild flowers) hangs 
dow n up to the knee. Tlie drapery-folding has been indicated by prorninent 
slanting lines wiih a row of b^ads inside each of the lowermost ones. Four 
hands of the figure hold the usual attributes. ITc gada (mace) held by 
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the lower left hAnd rata od the lotus scat; The crudely carved pedestal la 
perhaps triratha in form. The central figure and the extant side figures rest on 
crudely carved lotus seats. The side figure on left stands in a ^hanga posture. 
Its face is also rounded and the head wears a beaded ring. Behind the central 
figure is the carved trefoil device resting on two horizontal lines above the 
side figures on boUi sides. In generalj the workmanship of the image is not 
of a very high order, and its dating on stylistic grounds is most problematic. 
But in consideration of the nature and form of the stele the image may be 
ascribed to c. eighth century A.D. 

The image No. 2 (PI. 11) consists of a tapering or conical stele with two 
hying figures od both sides and Kirtimukha in the ccntrcp ptiMcka- 

raiha pedestal and moderately ornamented central and side figures rating 
on lotus scats. The central lotus seat rats on vegetal devices hanked by two 
kneeling Garuda figured with folded hands. The Ihcc of the central figure 
is o\^al and the nose is long and pointed. The head wears a conical crown 
and the ear-lohcs hang downwards. Pour hands of the main figure hold the 
usual attributes^ Ihe gadd (maoe) and chskru (wheel) are held by the left 
upper and Inw^cr hands and s^imkkt and padma by the bands on rights The 
vanamdtd covers the knee. The ornamentation consisting of necklace, armlets, 
bangles^ have been mcBt moderately can-^ed. The draper^'^foldings have 
been indicated by beautifully car%'ed lines. Four side figures are in usual 
posturesj and their drap^^ extends up to the ankle. Tlic pedestal is 
simple and bc^ little decoratipn. The tapering tang-projection is meant 
for msertion. On stylistic grounds, the image may be attributed to c* tenth 
century A.D. 

'ffac cx^plc No. 3 (PK 111) is a typical Vbhnu image belonging to 
the Pala-Sena periods It measures I'lO^'XlOi*. The pedestal, stele and 
carved figures arc all profusely ornamented. The pa^charaiha pedestal bear¬ 
ing fiive lotus seats is luxuriously decorated with floral and vegetal devices. 
The kneeling Garuda figures with folded hands arc simiiar to those of the 
image No. 2. The elaborately decorated conical stele with iis tapering end 
bears carved figures of animak and birds on both sides. At die middle 
portion of the stele above the side figures there are two horizonial lines on 
which rest elephants, tigers, front portions of the makara and fiamsns holding 
a flower replica or pearl necklace {giija-Iarda!a-7rtsAara~h^a)j one above 
another in succession from the lower part. The central figure bears a lovely 
facial expression with a long and sharp nose and wears a profusely orna¬ 
mented trefoil conical ctowti^ beaded necklaces, armlets, bangles, girdle 
and hip omaments, vanamdtd^ eU.t all displaying fine workmans tup. I’he 
mmmdid kaoi^ below the kncCp The drapery is also elaborately decorated. 
The attributes arc held differently—different from the patterns of holding in 
images Nos. 2 and I. The upper and lower hands on right hold g^dd and 
sojiikha and those on Icfr, cfuikta and padma. The side figures abo display fine 
workmanship and their drapery touches the ankle as in image No. 2, They 
stand in tlicir usual hhiidga poses. But the p(3(5iure is diflerent from that of the 
image No. 2. The tang-projfH:tion is shorter than that of the image No. 2. 

The central figure in all these three examples is the four-armed Visliiriu+ 
each hand holding the usual atirtbutcSj sinhkASj rAojtra, godd and padma. But 
the pattern of holding the attributes is not uniform in these throe examples. 
The downward extent of the mmmdid in the three images is also different: 
up to the knee in image No. 1, covering the knee in image No. 2 and below 
the knee in image No. 3- In ima^ Noe. 2 and 3 Vkh^u is represented along 
with his T 0 ur pariu^adtijiiias (family deities). But in image No. 1 wc have only 
two attendant deilies (of which the one on left is only extant). The carved 
figures of image No. 3 bear dean-cut features and luxurious ornamentation. 
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The pedestals of the images New. 2 and 3 are alike; the pedestal of No, 2 
bears, however, a moderate decoration. But the pedestal of the image No, 1 
is perhaps tnratha in form without the usual decoration and Garuda fi^cs. 
The stele of the imag« Nos. 2 and 3 are conical. But the stele of the image 
No. I is a plain-cut rectangular hJodt of stone bearing little decorative 
devices. Further, the stele of the image No. 3 is elaborately decorated wiA 
carved figures of animals and birds on both sides. These are absent in 

image No. 2. . .. j j • 

Stylistically, these three images may be attributed to a period ranging 
from c. eighth century A,D. to c, eleventh-twelfth century A.D. 'I'hc charac¬ 
teristic features of these ima^ delineate the evolutionary trends in stone 
sculptural representations of Vishnu in Bengal. Of the three images of 
Vishnu, No. 1 is the earliest one [c. eighth century A.D.) and the image 
No. 3 is the latest In dating (c. eleventh-twelfth century A.D.). The image 
No. a is to be placed in between the dating of these two images, ie., c- tenth 
century A.D. 'iTic image No. 3 is similar to many other stone images of 
Vishnu recovered from diftcrent parts of Bengal. 

in this connection, an interesting reference may be niadc to the dis¬ 
covery of an inscribed Iragmentary pedcsta] of a stone image of Vishnu, 
a report on which was communicated to the Society’s monthly meeting in 
December, 1968. On palacographical grounds, the said inscribed pedestal is 
to be attributed to c. eleventh-twelfth century A.D. (pages 39-40). This 
inscribed pedestal is almost analogous to the pedestal of the present image 
No, 3 (PI. III). Accordingly, the image No. 3 may be confideniiy attributed 
to the same period- 

The recovery of a good number of stone images of Vishtju from different 
parts of tlie Radha tract of the district of MurSidabad discloses the revival of 
Brahmanism, more particularly of the worship of Vish^tu, during the later 
part of the Pala rule in Bengal. 
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A FRIEZE or TERRACOITA BIRDS 


The present dissertaliGii the discovery' of one hitherto 

unrecorded terracotta Frieze of birds* along with certain observations on their 
idcntiltcatjon, dating and purpose. 

The frieze under disenssiDn contains a row of lerracotta plaques. Each 
plaque measuring 4^1 x4-0l cm. bcara the representation of a single bird 
(PI. I; PL IIJ. All the plaques iLlustrated here were retrieved singly from an 
area mt^unng 8'x8' in one particular trench (Tr, B^) during excavations 
at Rajbadidanga (ISlurSidabad district* West ^ngal)* AIt<^ether twelve 
pieces were recovered and after mending these fragments^ it was found that 
they form parts of a long band comprising birds arranged in pairs (PI. II). 

The birds on these square plaques are all alike. It imphes that dicy were 
all extracts front one pardcular mould. The frieze is incomplete and only 
ten pieces could be mended, 'fhe band thus mended consists of ten plaques, 
each containing one bird (PL II). Two such jointed plaques form the 
complete picture of a pair of birds, llie birds on two jointed plaques stand 
face to faccp almost touching each othcr^s bills holding strings of beads or 
pearH, and each pair of birds again stand badt to back in. a row (Pis. I, 11)* 

"^e bird is a short one measuring 3'00 cm. in length. Its mouth has 
been indicated by a cut dividing the culmcn into two ridges, the upper one 
being thicker than Uie lower. It has a long and gracefully carved neck. The 
eye Las been portrayed by a deep incised drde with a bold dot inside. It 
appears that the hair of the bird has been made into a tuft. It has a fan- 
shaped trail cm-ert. The legs are short with ivebbed foot iocs. Its plumage 
was Driginally pure white. ITiis is firmly attested by the extant traces of 
white colour-ooating (PL 1). 

It is indeed extremely difhcidt to identify the bi rd represented on the hand 
in pairs. Judging from its size, bill* curved neck, legs, webbed toes* plumage 
and other phy'sicai characters, the bird in question may be idenlllied with 
the hiihsa (goose or swan)* But the diflieulty arises in regard to the presence 
of the tuft of hair. In earlier times* the goose used lo be represented in its 
natural form. But in later periods, its form became considerably stylized. 

tvift of hair, fan-shaped foliated tail, might be recognized as conven¬ 
tionalized forms. 

The huksa figures prominendy in both Bralimanjcal and Buddhist 
literature and art-creations as a sacred bird. In the the hoihsa is 

described as the vdude of Aiwins. But in the epi^ and the AfMijwj, this bird 
is die of Brahma* the God of creadon. From the AlahitbMmta it b 

Icamt that Prajupa ti taking the form of a hwhsa pervaded the world. In the 
Upmistmds, the hamsa stands for i^an. 

In the Buddhist texts p the is the most honourable and sacred bird 
of excellence. In Buddhism, the goose is very dosely associated with the enligh¬ 
tenment of the Buddha, From ihe it Is. learnt that BodMsatt^a w-as 

reborn in the form of a kathsa. Besides, the geese art also recognized as ardent 
disciples of the Buddha. Because of the bird's close association with the 
Buddha and Buddhbm, the hffms^ is Ibund most commonly represented in 
Buddhist art-creations, both sculptiire and painting. 

Beginning from the Maurya period, the ha^& hgurcs in various pat terns 
on pillars* casbeta* building platforms and also in paintings. The Mauryan 
pillars at Lauriya-Nandan^h, Saddij and Rampurwa bear the representa- 
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tioni of ihr geese in Uidr natursJ forms. From an admirably 

decorated plallbrm bearing a irt^onderTul representation of the procession 
of geese, each holding a lotus stalk and walking Irom left to right, has been 
discovered. The iVnuridhapur (Ceylon) "Moon-stone^ contains also a 
remarkable illustration of a procession of geese. In South Indian art-products 
of the Pal Java period the geese appear prominently» The Saiiehi and Eran 
pillars of the Gupta period also contain rcpreseiitaiions of gersc. Even in 
paintings, the d^a^^'ing of the hamsa is a eornmon device. 

In respect of the terracotta a particular reference may be 

made here to those dbeovered during excavations at Pahadpur (Rsijs^hi 
district) and Mainamati (Coniilla)“both in East Pakistan^ The Pahadpur 
examples are found In various postures, smh dJ^at rest, a t toiler and also 

holdingstrings of beads or pcarb* The wings of tlie bird have been sometime 
treated in a conventional pattern. The Malnamali example are almost 
similar to those from Pah^dptir. But the Pahadpur and Mairtamati terra¬ 
cotta hamsds arc different in form and diameter from die Rajbadfdahga 
examples under discussion. 

The present examples of terracotta harhsds were recovered from siraii- 
fied digginp at RijbadidangA. AH the pieces were retrieved from oneparti- 
eular layer deposition ^at a depth of 3"4' below surface (PI. III). The 
associated finds comprised line polished sherds, stucco headsi inscribed 
terracotta seals and seaUngs, He- On the strength of the inscribed terracotta 
seals, the level yielding terracotta birds iiiay be confidently ascribed to 
c. sixth-eighth century' A.D. 

Originally, these temicotta tragmetits of frrrmcd a band witli 

rows of these birds, perhaps used as a decorative pattern bearing 
rcHgtous significance. The band was fixed on the body of an earthen pot, 
possibly a sacred vessel. ITiis presumption is fully borne out by the extant 
parts of the rim of the vessel at the top of two plaques (PL 1)+ f urther* the 
nature of the reverse surface of these plaques reveals that they were originally 
fixed on an earthen ve^d. 

This kind of representation of kamsas on the body of a saerra 
reminds one of the geese figuring on the guilt bronae casket di^over™ 
from Peshawar and also of the figure of hamss from Taxila. On the lid of ^*^ 
Peshawar relic casket, six geese are found flying with wreaths in their -billsp 
perhaps performing prddiokskii^ (circumamhulation) around the rdic of ^c 
Buddha. Besides, Cunningham discovered from Taxi la a ctreubr stone box 
(F in diameter and 3' in depth) with a cosher, a slab of sand stone. Inside 
the bos "was found a hollotv crystal figure of a hi^ms^ and a thin gold scroll 
which refers to Buddha^s rclic^ Another cry-sial neck of a goose was dU^ 
covered from DHiinniiTajika^sttlpc (Taxila)* Like the relic casket of Peshawar, 
die terracotta band of kamscs from Rijbadidanga might have analogous 
religious bearings^ _ . , . 

The haihsa has been alivayi a popular decorative device bearing rehgi- 
ous significance. It is indeed a living emblem of punty and virtue. Now it is 
known for certain that the excavated site of Rajbad^^'^^ once a gr^t 
seat of Buddhist monastery establishments. TTie site under excavation has 
been firmly identified with the illustrious described 

by Hiuen Tsang in the seventh century A-X>. These terracotta birds identifiM 
with /tetmiaj discovered from the site might be also closely assoaated with 
the Buddha and Buddhism. It is quite possible that this band of 
Was once alixed on a sacred earthen pot containing perhaps sacred rebes or 
any other object bearing religious signiricance. ^ 

This particular kind of a frieze of terracotta bir^ Li yet unrecorded 
and as such, its discovery fixjm Rajbad^danga is full of WstoricaJ import. 


IX 

A MINIATURE METAL IMAGE OF Gi\lbfESA 


llie discovery of mctnl of has been reported 

difterent parts of fengaL Excepting Mmc miniature metal images of Gane^ 
recovered from scv^eral casual diggings and one Drom the excavation at Pahad' 
pur* there is hardly any stratified example. The stratification of the Pah ad' 
pur linage of Ganc^ is not ako exactly known. ITic present commiimcation 
relates to the discovery of a bcautifu] miniature ‘octo-alloy^ image of the 
elephant-headed God Ganda from stratilied diggings at Rajbadidanga 
(Mur^idabad district^ West Bengal). 

llie present metal image of Ganda is partly corroded, llie figure 
in Atnhir^ja!ild''j>osi\iTc is seated on a rectangular pedestal measuring 
3'03 XI -03 cnip The total height of the image is 6-00 cm. This k a four-armed 
figure, each arm holding an attributep But all the attributes are not dtsdnet. 
It appears that die upper right and left hands hold tiisula (trident) and 
(radish) and the lower right hand* and the left one, perhaps 

sweets or a pot. The trunk is exceptionally a long one with a,bend tow^ards 
right touching modaka, as if engaged in drinking, ITie belly with die sacred 
thread is very prominent 'Hie raUvehide resting below^ right foot is extant. 
Rclow', on rights there is die representatfon of a short figure w^ith folded 
hands, perhaps a devotee. Along the lower edge on right, there is possibly 
the figure of a standing lion { ?) and below, on perhaps a human skull( ?) - 
The halo behind stands as an {irch over the figure and bears a Boral motif 
at ii3 central summit (PL la \ Pi. 11. f md d). 

This image of Gane^ was discovered at a depth of 2^8' below surface, 
in close assodatlon with two other metal imagt^ of the Buddha imbedded m 
a huge potter)' deposition covering earlier stmetura] remains comprising 
a long wall and .rur^f-ramincd Boor fPl. I, b). This pottery deposition yielded 
a number of inscribed terracotta seals and sealings belonging to c* sixtJi* 
ninth ccutuT)^ A.D, Accordingly, the pottery-pii may be a£o attributed to 
the same period. On the basis of this dating, the present miniature image 
of Gacie^ may be also ascribed to the same period. This stratified dating is 
quite compatible with the stylistic pattern of the image. The arch-shaped 
halo luted to Uie image is an earlier innovation belonging to c. seventh- 
eighth century A.D. Subsequently, the halo became oval and solid. There- 
fore» the present image may be Confidently altributcd to c. seventh-eighth 
century^ A.D+ 

Metal images of Gafic^, exactly analogous to the present example, are 
not known. Tlic two extant figures (man and animal) below on right are 
unique features of this image. In this context, a pardcuiar reference may be 
made to tJie discovery of a wdbpreservcd miniature metal image of Gancia 
from HaUid-t'tMriJ (near the market-place of Dvipgaflj in Rijsalu dbtrict 
and eight miles south of Pahadpur), hardly r^erred to in any important 
publication. During 193CI-31 the site was visited by late G, Chandra who 
reported the recovery of the image from one of the casual diggings at the 
mound of Halud-riAffm. llie mound measures 215'' and 135' from east to 
west and from north to south respectively. The height of the mound is about 
35' from the ordinary ground level. Frequent operations of the brick- 
hunters have also exposed severaj structural renrains. This very image was 
discovered by a local resident from one of tliose occasiond diecEme^ 
{Pi. II, b). “ ^ 


VLATE 1 



(fl) Frtml view of the mela^ linage of Crjii;scaa from 



(i) Rajba^iti lnsa: A view pf the locii^ of the melal imagra including one of 
^Metal Image of Gancia^ 
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{a} Mcial iirtagcof tmm paha^lpur. 


(c) Another front view of ihe mcial lmag)c 
of Irani RajbSi^jlrciAri^ 

^Mclal IniA^rf of Cratie^a^ 
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Ilic image firom Hilud-nlfciffl is 2-5' in hdght. It is a scaled figure of 
four-armed GaneSa in jiviJiSfajalila posture on a circidar lotus pcdratal. ^ch 
of the four hands holds triJUla, flosvcr*bud, kalpalatd (creeper of paradise) 
and sweets, llie trunk is short and bent towards right. The circular ^desta^ 
bears a lotus motif. The rat-pJAana b seen helow me right fwt-.lbe oval 
solid halo bears beaded decoration along its edge (PL IIj b). Fhe image has 
been attributed to the eightli-ninth century A.D. HSlud-aAdra was also a 
great scat of the Buddhist establishment! and the site is reported to be 

similar to that of FShadpur. , < . 

The Paltaijpur (Rajsahi district) metal image of Gapeia ts, however, 
different from both the Halud-ti/iura and Rajba^Jidahga ocOTplcs. ^c 
attributes, i^cstal, trunk, tie., are all dissimilar (PI. 11). Each ol the four 
liands of the Pahadpur image holds radish witli leaves, _^d 

sweets (PI li a). The lialo behind is, however, similar to me Halud-wAam 
example. But the pedestal of the Pahadpur image is plain and wcidar m 
three tiers, and the trunk of the deity bends towards left. This image has 
Ijecn ascribed to the eighth-ninth century A.D- Two oilier immature octo- 
alloy images of Gancia have been reported Irom lUghurampur (Dacca 
district. East Pakistan). Both the images arc 2' in hwfh^- One ol dicsc 
images is se<itod in mahSrajaHia posture on a lotus scat- inc ral has 
represented near the feet. iTic lower and upper liancU hold 1 he 

upper portion of the fringe is like an arch over the figure. This iswcxquiwtc 
Ganc^ image. I'hc second figure is very much corroded. Lxeeptmg holding 
rmd<ika by the lower right hiidj other attributes of tlic image cannot i>c 

propwly^unp^^.^^ die metal images, it is now gen^lly iKlievcd that 
Pahadpur was a centre of metal-casting, and the Halud-wAura example 
niight have been a derivation from tlicre. But the Rajhadid^*’!^ q;Mimcn 
is distinctly diHcrent in nature and diaractcr from both Halud-EiA^jr^ and 
Pahadpur images. It appears that like Pahadpur, Rajbadldanra was also 
a centre of mctal^casting. This contention is attested by the discovery oi 
some other metal images, smelting pots, copper lumps, etf., during cxcava- 
tions at the site. In fact, every important Buddhist monastery establishment 
Itad a centre of mclalHiiastlng oFi^ own, and the Lmagts were pcrliaps made 
under the direct aupervWon of the monks. ^ , 

It is very significant to note that the miniaiiirc metal images ol Gan^ 
have been mostly recovered fiemr the Buddhist sites. That the Buddlusts so 
deified the Hindu deities is quite wcU-known^ Ganda ^ Mtower ot 
success and protector against evils w^as worshipped by the Hindus and c 
Buddhists alike. In the later phase of Buddhism, Ganeia under tJie name 
of became an important Buddhist deity. At the pme 

are positive indications reading an aversion to Ganc^ m both Buddhist 
tests and sculptural representations^ Gaoc^a has been also described under 
the name Vighm or obstacle, and in K>me sculptural repr^ntAhonsp the 
Buddhist deities Iiave been actually repraented as tramplifig upon him. 
In spite of such contradictions, the im^cs of the Buddha and Ga^esa were 
perhaps womhippcd concurrendy in Buddhist shrine- Tliis is also aitistM 
by the nature of the dbeovery of the images of the Buddha and Ganesa in 
association at Rajbadidahga. It h indeed extremely significant to note that 
two images of the Buddha and one of Gancia were found at one p ace 
fPL T b). It may be presumed that these images were perhap throvvouts 
in the pottm^'pit, and the possibility of these figures t^ing taken out rom 
one particular shrine cannot be also ruled out. It may be ^tlier presumed 
that this image of GaneSa might have been taken out of a Hindu tcruplc and 
those of the BuddJia from a Buddhist shrine. But this is a remote possibiUty. 
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It w now known for certain that Rljbi^fdanga was the site Oar 
of the illu$trious Buddhist monastery RaktdmriuikS-nuihanh^^^ described by 
the ChiUM pilgrim Hlucn Tsang in the seventh century AD. The proent 
j Gapeia was perhaps worshipped along with ether images of the 
Buddhist ddtics in one of the shrines of thU great monastery. The Tintric 
^labon of the present niiiiia.titrc image of Gatte^a a amply borne out by 
ite cha^teristit features and associated figures and moti6. Here a an 
mdieadon of the influence of Tantricism in later phase of Buddhism and 
^ of the religious synthesis created by the Buddhists. In this context, the 
diOTS’ery of this nuniature metal image of Gat^cU &om stratified diggings at 
Kajbadidnhga is extremely significant* 


A FR/YGMENTARY QARVED STELE FROM * 

murSidAbad district 


The present discourse relates to the recovery of a sand stone stele 
wondcrfu-l carv^eti flgorcs and. motifc tn lovy relief. The stone slab 
was discovered while digging a tank in the viDage M^unia (Muiiidabad 
distri<5, West Bengal)- Sri Dhirendra Nalh Bag of tlic said village presented 
the stele to the. D^arttncnt of Archaeology of the U niversity of Calcutta* 
The upper part oT the stele appears to have been cut by a lethal v^eapon 
as indite ted by the sharpy cut surface-at the top {PI. !■ b)* Fortiinat^yi. 
the iowcF part of the slab, though ocmidcrably damaged and disfigured, h 
«tant (PI. i., flt *)- present cx^pFe is an equally measured fourTac^ 
slab, tach face measuring 12 01 cm. in breadth {PL I. b). llie extant height 
of the slab is 20 08 cni, and its square base is flat and plain measuring 
t2^5 X12-05 cm. Each of tJje four faces of the stele contains uidia and 
horizontal panels with sciici of compartments bearidg representations of 
'figUT ^ plants^ flowers and other rnotiE {PL L)+ * 

‘ ^Tlie upper part of the slab*s face No. I (PL II. a) contains a deeply cut 
recess enriosing a modelled stand ing figure resting .on a lotus pedestal, th e 
lower part of which on right is only extant, ITie drapery is bereft of any 
foldn "fhe figLB^c appears to be that of a standing BuddhA- Both left and right 
sid® of the rcccs are damaged and nearing the edge on right, there is the 
carving of a beautiful lotus bud. Belowj there are two horizontal panels, 
each containing six -rectangular conupartments of almost equal size (1^3 X 
2-03 cm.)* Beginning Ih>m right, first, second, t^rd and slxtli com^tments 
of the upper panel endoac a miniature shrine (?), geometrical designs, 
ghafa (ritual pot] and snake respectively. The representmtions inside the 
fourth and fifth compartments are indialincL From right, the second, third, 
fourth and fifth compartments of the lower panel bear plough, lotus, 
(trident) and" flo^^er respectively. 'I’hc* rcliels inside the first and s^ond 
^amben arc indetermtnatep : 

The face No. 2 (PL IL i) bears a dpcply cut niche ending another 
gracefully modelled standing figure rcstihgmn a Jotus pedestal like the previ¬ 
ous One. Here, the lower part of tlie figure with foldless papery is better 
prcscrvcdp This figure appears also to be that of a standing Buddha. On 
left and right of the rcces, faint traces of two attendant figures are extanL 
BcIdwj there are two horizontal panels, each containing six compartments 
of almcDst identical sizes (2-00x2 00 cm.) bearing carved motife. From 
right, the reliefs inside the first and second chambers of the iipj^r panel and 
the first, second, fourth, fifth and sixth of the lower one, are indistinct. O thcr 
compartments of the upper and lower panels enclose the carving of a plant, 
condi, umbrdla, ditmja (flag) and gkafa respectively. 

On fiicc No. a (PL III, b) of the slab* two reccs^ and one hormontat 
panel are extant. The upper recess encloses an admirably modelled seated 
female figure whose right foot rests on a lotus pedestal u;^n a boldly carved 
lion. The lower right hand of the figure appears to hold 
eajra. The seated female figure is perhaps the representation df the Bud^at 
deity T^a as Sirhhimdda. Below, is the second niche beanng two beautdi^y 
carved figures In relief; the one on left is a seated male figure in a knmmg 
position with folded hands, and the one on right is a female figure sitting m 
a cross-legged posture with the right hand resting on the ground and the 
left one raising up wards, perhaps holding a flower. The two figures might 
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represent a pair of devotees or donor-coitple. From right, the first and the 
fourth compartments of die Jower panel bear fire altar(?) and an elephant 
and the middle one;, perhaps a 

There are equalLy measured four horizontal nldiei and one panci on 
face No, 4 {PI. III. From the top, each of the first two niches bears three 
seated female figures with an analogous hair-dressIng pattern. But ihdr 
sitting postures arc different, and their Jdl hands possibly hold flowers, 
Ihe tliird niche encloses three extremely mteresdng figures: the one on left 
is represented in a kneeling position with one hand resting on the ground 
and the other raising upws^, and the one on right is a &ont'£adng seated 
figure with the left hand resting on the ground. In between dieae tw’o figures 
dicre i& a pceiiJiar carving of a seated figure with conically pointed beard 
hanging down. The fourth niche encloses three female figure;: the one on 
left faces rightwards and holds sweets or a basket( ?j touching the hip of 
die central figure carved in a crawling position facing light. The seated 
figure on right is considerably damaged, ^fhe lowermost panel indudes six 
rectangular compartments bearing motifs which are all indistinct^ excepting 
the fifth and sixth ones on left enclosing a swa 4 \{?) and a lotus, it is evident 
that the fiice No. 4 of the slab contains mythological story-tellipg panels 
(PI, Ill. £), 

The stone gjab bearing all the above mentioned carved rclicfi is unique 
of its kind- Four-laced stone slabs with carved rebels are known firom Garhwa, 
The Mathura votive slabs called may be also alluded to in this 

connection. The Jatna ChaUirmiikJm or Chaumukha slabs have been found 
at Chhatm (Purulii^ West Bengal) and also at many other places of 
Rajasth^ and Western India. But the oomposations of all these stone slabs 
arc different. The present su^ne slab contains the figures of the Buddha^ 
Tara alongw'ith story-telling and motif-bearing panels. Similar slabs bearing 
the figures of the Buddha were also found from Somath and other places. 
Almost similar figures of the Buddha and Tara were also made at Bcxlhgaya 
and Hazaribag, this stone slab under discussion a votive liiipa bearing 
the fig^ures of tlic Buddha, Tara and other motilk ? 

The present stone slab from Madhimia contains admirably worked out 
details. Firstj the slab is profusely decorated with bas-relicfk and hardly any 
vacant space h^ been left out+ Secondly, the rdids are diverse and detailed 
and the balancing of the figures on the Ihoc No+ 4 has been done creditably. 
Hiirdly, the modelling in the round of the extant legs of the standing and 
seated figures is also significant^ Fourthly, the absence of drapery-folding 
is also worthy of notice. Fifthly, tlit highly interesting hair-dresaing patterns 
and the absence of (^borate ornamentation on the carved figures are well- 
marked charactcristica. Sixthly, the sitting postures of the carved human 
figures are also remarkably attractive. Lastly, it must be admitted that the 
carving of vorjous motift on the side has been aho meticulously worked 
out. All the motift represented on the stele are indeed full of ritual import. 

On the wholej the stone slab under discussion is characterized by 
dosely packed campositions, diverse and detailed reJieS, meticulous working 
^ details, admirable balondr^ of figures^ gmcefyl modelling, multiple 
hmr-drwing patterns and sitting postures, carving of various motilSf efa. 
Taking into conaidcradon the modelling of the figures and carving of motifii, 
the present stone slab may be attributed to c, seventh-eighth CJCntury A-D- 
It w'os perhapks a votive stele. No stone slab with analogously carved com- 
paaite relicts is yet known from any other parts of Bengal. 


PLATE I 



(ri) Civile! l^ab; Showings ilM, two faces 

and ihatply cut surface at the icp^ 



*Sculptuird Stone SUb^ 












^Sculpiurdl Stone Stub.' 
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(ff) $lahi FaEF Nd. 3: Showing 

lower portiail of a carved sealed 
fij^re, aiKl akhc bcaiiiiff canned 
figiicei arid a decora led p^nA below. 



Scidpiured Sirwie Slab,' 
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DISCOVERY OF TWO PLAINT FOSSIL FRAGMENTS 
FROM R.?lJBAplDiYNGA 


The subject matter of the present dbeussiou is on the discovery of 
two extremely significant plant fossil fragments during archaeological 
excatratloiis at I^jbadidanga (Miir£ida&d district. West Beng^) 
conducted by the Department of Archaeology of the University of 
Calcutta, 

’WhiJe continuing diggings below the earliest occupation level at tlie 
site, two fossil fragments were unearthed at a depth of 13 '6' below the present 
surface and S6'S3 fti above the mean sea level. These two fossil firagments 
discovered m situ measure 4'x2V X1and lf^x3'xr (PR U). Both 
the fragments were found embedded m the natural soil composed of v'dJo- 
wbh compact cky (PI. Ij PJ. 11). 

These two plant fossil fragments have been examined by Professor A. 
K* Ghosh of the University of Calcutta. According to the report submitted 
by Professor Ghosh, the plant fossils belong to the Afmacrae family and that 
they might be ascribe to the latest Pleistocene and earliest Miocene Ages 
(one million to 25 miJlLdn years ago)^ 

PJant fossils belonging to the C^iz&k Era have been discovered from 
several parts of W«t ^ngal^ more particularly from Bolpur in Blrbhum 
district and Garbeta in ^lidnapur district. But the details of these fossil 
finds have not yet been fully worked out. No plant fossil of thb variety has 
yet been discovered from the region of the recovery of the present examples. 

It is indeed surprising that plant fossils of more than one million years 
old wore (bund eml^dded in the natural soil during stratified diggings at a 
^storical site* Regarding the scratigraphical position of the fossil fragments 
it may Iw pointed out that they were found in nfu at a depth of 3'3' below 
the earliest occupation level at the site^ and the digging in the trench was 
continued up to a depth of 14' below surface. Just bdow the occupation 
level, was unearthed a sik deposition vaiying in thickness from 3' to 9' and 
indicating an inundation caused by the oi.-erflow of water from the river 
Bhigirathl. The first occupational ev^idence in this excavated area of the 
trench lay over this silt deposition. Below the silt deposition, the cutting 
was continued through the natural sod up to a depth of (Pis. I & II). 
The plain cutting witnessed no disturbance whatsoever* Naturally, the 
question arises as to how these two fossil fragments got embedded in the 
natural soil at the present site under excavation. This is indeed a knotty 
problem. 

Another problem relates to the determination of ihc original source 
of this kind of plant fossils. There is little possibility of the fossilization of 
thcM plants in the region of their discovery'* In fact, these fossils in quesUon 
are foreign to this particular area in the district orMui^idibid. The probable 
source of this kind of fossils is perhaps the Siwaiiks in the Himalayas. It 

be accordingly suggf^ted that the two fossil fragments might have 
drifted through the Gangi and deposited at the present site of their dis¬ 
covery. Noting in particular can be said about the time of their drifting 
and deposition*^ It is, howcv'cr, known from archaeological records un¬ 
earthed at The site that the earliest occupation at Rajbldidanga can be well 
attributed to c. second-third century' A.D. Accordingly, the fossil fragments 
wre perhaps deposited at the site long before the earliest occupation at 
Rajbadidanga- ^ ^ 
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If tbt; Sxwaiilc region is po^bLcjoiirC^ of this kind of plant fossils, die_ 
only plausible explanation is that they drilled to the present site^^But how' 
and when these two fossil fiugmeats drifted to the locus of their discovery 
iimuiot be properly answered at the present state of our knowledge. Yet, 
the imcartniii^ of these two fossil fragments at Rajbadldan^ is indcsed 
extremely significant. Further study on plant fossils recovered IrottL diHerent 
parts of Bengal might throw fresh light on the problems connected with 
the discovery of these two fossil Iragmenis from the excavated site of 
Raj badidadga. 





PLATE I 




(a) R^Jbil^idJngi : Cu Kir^-^^Sbowin^ two plant fcMil rragm^mti in situ. 


R^jbS^idangi; Outling* in ihc trench A* and plant fgaail rraginenlA ucfiik,. 
'Foflil Fragiiitnis^ 











1 



plate a 





(fl) bS.<)lJcliiigi: One pbiH KcphEI; fnig^mcnU 



(fr) Tr. Se<^tioii f^ln^ WcH jho^ving layer COkiipd«ilikmi and the locuj of ihe 
IcHsil rragmcnli. 

'Fossil FnkgmeDti:^ 


ujOAcnw* 

VTK-mi, uu-i. Tinc)i-A4 
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FIGURE I 

Map of Mudidlbid District shcming aDcicnt sites mentioned in the tact 
and other important places. 


INTRODUCTION 


Plate I 

f a) Sagard^hi: A panoramic view of the Great Lake. 
b) Sagardighi; A general view of an extensive Mound near Sirgardlghi. 

Plate II 

(?) Btahmajpgram : A ^ncral idew of structural remains on the maimdk 
{A) Brahanmigram: Rums of an old square structure. 

f 

Plate III 

(a) Br^mantgram: A long view of ruins of a building bearing ornamented 
terracotta 

(A) Brahmai^ijgram: A close view of ornamental works. 

Plate I V 

(a) Chandanvritf : A general view of unearthed building remains. 

(A) Chandanviti; A recendy built temple on the mound with Siva-/j^^d 
enshrined. 

Plate V ^ 

fd) Chandanvati: Large S\v^-iiilga inside the recently built temple. 

(A) Amjitakunda; A general view of the dilapidated temple. 

I A BLACK STONE IMAGE FROM CHIRUTh 

Plate I 

Bl^k Stone Im^e from Rangam^ji (removed to Satui) presented to the 
Department of Archaeology^ University of CaLeiitta^ 

Plate II 

Sketch of the Black Stone Image dra^Ti by Layard and published in 

the Asiatic Society’s journal, 1853. 

11 FOUNDATION HUMAN SACRIFICE 
Platz I 

(a) ^jbai^dSngi ^cavationa i Tr. A* ! A general vien' of the Skull below 
the wall. 
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m ^ 

(i) RajbatUdinga Excavaiions; Tr. A*: A cl<!« view of the wall ud Skull 
below. * 

Plate II 

(a) Rajbi^i^anga Eitcavadons: Tr. A*: A clcrt view of the Skull in the 
Foundation Trench of the vifall ihowihg the runnitig of Inyerv, founda¬ 
tion brickbats, tic. • '' 

(i) ^jbadld^ga ^cavattona: Tp. A*: Another dose view of the Skull 
in the Foundation Trench of the wall showing brickbats,,potsherd, 


Plate HI 

Rajb^idahga Excavations: Tr. A*: Section facing West showing the 
position of the SkuJI and rtinning of 

in STUCCO HEADS FROM Rj^fiAplDAHCA • ' * 

Plate I *. 

;• .. ■ i-* 

(al Front view of Stucco Head No. I from/RajbatfidfihgC 

(a) Profile of Stucco Head No. 2 from RSjbadidangt. ^ 

^ - 

IV METAL DHARMACHAKRA 

. * 

Plat^ 1 

(ef) (A): Both faces of Metal Dksm^hakra discovered from Raibadi- 
dlhga, Mudidabad district^ Wm Bengal. 

V A MINIATURE BRONZE HEAP ' 

Plate I , ^ • 

RAjBApiDANGA 

ffl) Profile of the Bronze Head. ■ • ■ . 

(i) From view of the Bronze Head. 

PEdSt5£'^^*^^* ^ inscribed fragmentary STONE 

' V- 

Plate I 


fragments including the inscribed one lying under a ‘ 
(i) Stone pedestal Mth inscripuon on the suri^e of the central RulAa. 
Vri STONE dMAGEB'OF VISHNU 

. 'w, • 

Plate I ' " • 


fS ?&Stone image of VishTju from Amfitaku^da. 

and^door j^bfl omamcated stone lintel 
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Plate II 

No. 2: Black Stoae Vidi^u imag£ Tmin Aitiriuikunda. 

Plate III 

Image No. 3: Black Stone Vishnu image from Amritaku^^a. 

VIII A FRIEZE OF TERACOTTA BIRDS FROM RAjB.^lplDANGA 
Plate I 

(a) Two Separate pieces of terracotta Birds as retrieved during excavadons 
at RajM^ldanga. 

(^) A pair of Birds formed after mending. 

Plate H 

RAJBApIdANgA: a £ne^ of terracotta Birds after mending. 

Plate III 

(fl) Cutting! Trench Section fadng north showing the layer deposit 
don yielding terracotta Birds. 

(A) Cntdngs: Trench B*: Section facing north sho\^ing deep digging in the 
trench up to the natural soil 

IX A MANIATURE METAL IMAGE OF G-llifESA 
Plate 1 

(d) Front view of the metal image of Gane^ discovered &om Rajbadid^ 
anga. 

(A) Rajbadtdanga Excavation: A view of the locus of the metal images 
including one of Gai;ie^, 

Plate H 

U) Metal Image of Ganeia from Paliadpur. 

(A) Metal Image of Gane^ from Halud- ViMra. 

W Another front view of the metal image of Ga^c^ from Rljbid^dinga. 

(d) Side view of the metal image of Ganeia from Rajhadidanga. 

X A FRj\GMENTARy CARVED STELE FROM MURSIDARAD 
Plate I 

(a) Stone Slab: Showing its two faces and sharply cut surface al the top. 
(A) Stone Slab: Showing two other faces. 

Plate II 

STONE SLAB 

(e) FACE No. I; Showing lower portion of a carv^ed standing figure and 
decorated paneb. 

(A) FACE No. II: Showing lower portion of another carved standing 
figure and decorated panels. 
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Plate III 

(d) STONE SLAB; FACE No. 3 

Shcnving lower portion of a carved jilting figure and niche bearing 
carved figtirc9 and decorated panels below. 

(i) STOT^ SLAB: FACE No. 4 
Sho^i'ing panels and carved figures. 

XI DISCOVERY OF TWO PL.\NT FOSSIL FRAGMENTS 

Plate 1 

fa) ^j^^idlnga; Cutting: Showing iwo plant Fossils fragments m nlit. 
(i) Rajbadidangi; Cuttings in trench A* and plant Fossil fiaments 
m situ. 

Plate II 

(tf) I^Jbadidanga: One plant Fossil fragment. 

(i) Irench A*; Section facing West showing layer depositions and the 
locus of the Fossil fragments. 
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